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Beware unfl ued heaters. 
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Scientists discover a  
plastic eating caterpillar 
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Fresh Cut Locally Grown  
Broccoli $2 Cauli $2 Cabbage $2 
Opunake’s Only Greengrocer 

Bluff Oysters 
$32 Punnet

Fresh  Gurnard
$39 kg

61 Tasman St, Opunake Ph 06 761 8478

Enjoying a family reunion at Sugar Juice in Opunake was Bruce Flay who hadn’t seen his son and daughter-in- law 
and grandchildren for eight weeks. He was  there with his wife.
“It’s great to come and have a catch up with the family,” said Bruce commenting that his grandson Marcel was “a 
bit taller” and commented wryly that “we had put on weight.” They had all kept in touch by speaker phone.
The family group from left were Bruce, Marcel Flay, Chauncey, Tabatha Forbes, Darcy Flay and Clare Flay.

On the first day of Alert 
Level 2, people were emerg-
ing from seven weeks lock-
down with adults and chil-
dren alike keen to experience 
the sun and surf and all that 
Coastal Taranaki  has to offer.  

I n  O a k u r a  t o w n s h i p 
mos t  bus ine s se s  we re 
open.  The hairdressers 
and barbers were busy and 
booked out for some days. 

Victor Higgins, manager of 
Lemonwood Eatery which 
opened at Level 2  said they’d 
had a few bookings for the 
weekend and were seeing 
their loyal customers.  Owner 
Barbara Olsen had been busy 
over the Lockdown making 
birthday cakes and chutneys. 
Victor meanwhile had set 
up the website and kept in 
touch with people. The wage 
subsidy had been a big help 
and no one had lost their job.

After seven weeks people 
were clearly hanging out for 
their favourite takeaways.

Ali Hayward of Opunake 
Fish, Chips and More said 
people were clamouring for 
fresh fish while the take-
aways were picking up.” 
People are being cautious,” 
she felt, and keeping their 
distance. On the second day 
of level 2 it was “getting 
busier.”  After seven weeks 
people were hanging out for 
their favourite takeaways

Jarrah Edge and Beth Hunt, 
owners of Sugar Juice had 
used the Lockdown as an 
opportunity to refurbish their 
popular café. They had not 
been busy on the first day 
of Level 2 but people were 
slowly gravitating back, say-

Le vel  2 begins as lockdown ends

ing “we really missed you.” 
There were strict guidelines 

to follow such as signing 
in, customers having to be 

served by a waitress and 
there was a maximum of 10 
to a table. They also had to 
spray everything including 

tables, chairs and door han-
dles. They also had a glass 
for used pens and clean pens.

Birendra Rawat from the 

iconic Headlands Bar and 
Restaurant in Opunake said 
they had been “pretty busy” 
since level 2 doing deliveries 
and were pleased to be back.

On the fi rst day of Level 2 
customers were dropping by 
the Dreamtime Surf Shop to 
satisfy their caffeine cravings.

“The coffee’s been busy, 
but not that busy in retail,” 
said owner Craig Dingle. 
“We have sold a few repair 
kits and things like that.”

Reopening in Level 2 had 
meant new things to work 
through, like clearer trace-
ability and more paper-
work. There was also the 
effect of the lack of interna-
tional tourists to consider.

H i s  c u s t o m e r s  h a d 
been  “main ly  loca l s . ”

“It’s just early days. We have 
to take every day as it comes.”     

There were 16 cases of 
Coronavirus  in Taranaki. 
Most  of  those were in 
Stratford and New Plymouth 
and they’ve recovered said 
the manager of Coastalcare 
in Opunake Aretha Lemon. 
There had been no cases 
in Opunake or “not that 
I’m aware of,” she added.

One of four testing stations 
in Taranaki, Coastalcare 
had been operating over the 
Lockdown and it had worked 
really well, she said. “The 
public have been very good 
at following instructions. We 
needed people to do that – 
they adapted really quickly.”  
They are still testing with 
people  be ing  screened 

Opunake poised to open.

Sixteen covid-19 cases in Taranaki
and tested in their cars. 

“Anyone with cold or flu 
symptoms such as a runny 
nose, sore throat,  they’ll  test.”  

The medical centre had 
also been busy with phone 
c o n s u l t a t i o n s ,  v i d e o 
consu l ta t ions  wi th  f lu 
injections and vaccines 
given to people in their car, 
which some people were 
pleased about, said Aretha.

Most of the Coastalcare 
services are returning this 
week. Clients are requested 
however to phone fi rst and 
book an appointment, not 
just turn up. People should 
refer to the advert in the 
Opunake & Coastal News.

I n  O p u n a k e  C o a s t a l 

Pharmacy owner Tae Wan 
Kim said over the Lockdown 

“it had been good to see 
Continued page 3
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Opunake Office hours:
Mon & Thurs: 9am-3pm, Wed: 10am-3pm 

Hawera - Opunake - Patea - 06 278 4169

“Let’s create your business growth 
strategy together”

Your only local community accounting firm

Accounting for the future, today
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Remove 
geotextile bags 
asap 

One can vividly remember 
on February 28 last year when 
Chris Fuller expressed his 
deepest concerns over those 
geotextile bags spewing out 
plastic particles underwater 
off Opunake Beach.

Eleven years after this ut-
terly failed project these bags 
are still sitting underwater, so 
I do believe its high time both 
councils seriously discussed 
how to remove these bags 
before any more damage is 
done, which is no doubt put-
ting the marine ecosystem in 
jeopardy.

Now may I suggest both 
councils share the cost of 
hiring an extremely power-
ful launch which may have a 
heavy winch on it to remove 
these bags, get the Opunake 

Opunake Lake 
Over the last 17 years, Mr 

Rex Langton has become 
Opunake Lake’s environ-

Underwater Club to secure 
the winch’s wire with an ex-
tremely strong hook to each 
bag, then one by one remove 
them from the seabed, then 
once onshore or somewhere, 
make sure there’s a place 
where these bags are de-
stroyed completely as soon 
as possible.

After that seek some com-
pensation from ASR if they 
are still operating, but if 
not, just cut your losses , 
and also seek ideas from the 
Department of Conservation . 
Remember this, our environ-
ment, whether it’s on land or 
in our oceans is extremely 
important to every one of us.

Tom Stephens
New Plymouth

mental guardian angel who 
has taken it upon himself to 
look after this beautiful lake, 
which to me is really and truly 
wonderful to see happening, 
as I am in no doubt at all lakes 
similar to this one all have 
their own similarities with 
their different types of issues.

It seems Mr Langton has 
spoken to the Taranaki Coast-
al Community Board and the 
South Taranaki District and 
Taranaki Regional Councils, 
not only on what he’s done, 
but on his concerns about the 
lake, as both councils trust in 
him and his judgment calls, so 
maybe Mr Langton could be 
in line for a top New Zealand 
Environmental award as he 

really deserves it.
Seeing that Mr Langton 

belongs to the Opunake Lions 
Club, maybe once a year they 
could organise one huge com-
munity project to help clean 
up this lakeside area, and 
plant suitable plants which 
could enhance its surround-
ing areas.

People like Mr Langton are 
extremely hard to fi nd, and 
Opunake township is also ex-
tremely lucky to have such a 
lake close by, so I hope every 
so often they help Mr Lang-
ton out. Remember this, who 
is going to take over if this 
man isn’t around anymore?

Tom Stephens
New Plymouth

Please note our new 
publication dates of the 
Opunake & Coastal News 
for the year below. Due to 
the disruption caused by 
the lockdown it put us out 
of sync with our original 
calendar publication dates.

We will be publishing 
fortnightly as usual.

                                Editor

Publication 
dates for the 
year

 Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern must be commended 
for the way she has led the na-
tion during this crisis. Going 
early and hard was the right 
approach. Also appropriate 
was the easing of restrictions 
(to Level 2) after six weeks. 
With 96% of people who 
became ill with the Covid 19 
virus recovering and a dwin-
dling of reported new cases to 
almost zero, we have a posi-
tive result. It’s sad, of course, 
that a number of people lost 
their lives.

 Well done to everyone who 
stuck to the guidelines. How-
ever, not too many people 
will have had a perfect record 
I suspect.

 It was good that police did 
their admirable best to ensure 
people stuck to the safety 
guidelines. The road blocks, 
by community members, in 
places such as the Far North, 
although maybe not entirely 
legal, at least showed a public 
spiritedness and a concern for 

The Lockdown
the well-being of their com-
munities. Good on them also.

 However, it must be kept 
in mind that for everyone 
who was caught by the po-
lice, there were probably ten 
people who escaped detection 
by the ‘thin blue line’. In the 
spirit of reconciliation I be-
lieve there should be a sort of 
pardon and all prosecutions 
waived and the offenders (to 
use a strong word) left with 
merely a warning on their 
record. There is no point in 
leaving the stain of a police 
prosecution against the names 
of people who are mostly re-
sponsible citizens, but perhaps 
had a lapse of judgement in 
unusual and hopefully un-
likely to be  repeated, circum-
stances. Anyway, if a Minister 
of the Crown (and Minister of 
health, no less) has not been 
prosecuted for his much pub-
licised lapse, neither should 
anyone else be.

Rolland McKellar

Life isn’t always beer and 
skittles. Sometimes we ex-
perience disappointment, 
pain and suffering.   Good 
Friday is remembrance day 
for the painful suffering and 
death of Jesus. His death 
uniquely and freely offers us 
forgiveness for all our sins. 
But, this Covid-19 Easter sea-
son before Jesus’ ascension 
to heaven also reminds the 
world that we can celebrate 
His resurrection hope as we 
emerge from life’s tragic 
circumstances. His Easter 
resurrection victory is not 
only for today; it is His offer, 
to us, to replace eternal death 
with eternal life in God’s love 
bubble. 

Jesus is always relevant 
because He experienced the 
everyday struggles of hu-
man life. He took life a day 
at a time and dealt with His 
present situation. For us He 
is a God of the present. He 
doesn’t care about our past 
failures, faults and sins. He’s 
only interested in forgiving 

Choosing Life
them right now and wants 
to live in every beat of our 
hearts. God doesn’t always 
wave a wand and take away 
our problems, but wants us 
to realise we are not alone, 
take responsible actions and 
trust in His guiding presence. 
The resurrected Jesus is say-
ing, “I’ve got your backs in 
the middle of life’s messes.” 
Jesus promised, “Surely I am 
with you always, to the very 
end of the age” (Matthew 
28:20).   

The physical resurrection 
of Jesus offers us hope and 
peace in our lives: I’ve often 
seen it at a Christian’s death-
bed. Without the Easter Sun-
day resurrection Christianity 
gets reduced to  mythology 
or moral sayings of just an-
other prophet. The resur-
rection challenges us to ask 
modern day questions. How 
can we deal with crises like 
the Christchurch massacre, 
a diagnosis of cancer, the 
Covid-19 pandemic or the un-
timely death of a loved one? 

But is Jesus’ resurrection 
true? In His post-resurrection 
body Jesus is recorded ap-
pearing ten times to his fol-
lowers. On one occasion He 
appeared to a crowd of 500 
people. It took 40 days of 
post-resurrection appearanc-
es to convince His cowering 
disciples that He was truly 
resurrected from the dead. 
Reliable scholarship tells 
us the earliest written New 
Testament accounts were 
recorded from as early as 
40-70 AD, while many of the 
eyewitnesses were still alive.

 The myth, concocted by 
atheists, skeptics and over-
educated liberal theologians, 
is that the resurrection ac-
counts are unreliable and the 
biblical writings were tales 
made up hundreds of years 
later. A faith choice for Jesus 
should be based upon decid-
ing on credible evidence. It 
then becomes a reasonable 
and “informed” faith deci-
sion, not a blind one.

Well, so what?  The average 
person makes about 30,000 
decisions/choices each day. 
What’s your choice about 
Jesus? Believe Him or not. 

Adelphos

The New Testament says 
that Jesus came as our second 
chance Adam. His sacrifi ce 
offers us forgiveness because 
He was the only sinless per-
son that ever lived. He took 
upon Himself every one of 
the world’s pandemic viral 
sins and died on the Good Fri-
day cross—offering  us  not 
only forgiveness but eternal 
life now and on Judgement 
Day. Better yet, He promised 
all his followers an eternal 
physical and spiritual Easter 
resurrection body. 

Life’s Good Friday chal-
lenges affect everyone ever 
born. Easter is a matter of 
choosing resurrection life  ev-
ery day. It means inviting the 
heart of Jesus to beat within 
us. Choose the living resur-
rected Jesus. Choose life. He 
is the only victory over death. 
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ALUMINIUM
JOINERY

• Windows
• Bi-Folds
• Sliding Doors
• Entrance Doors
• Conservatories
• Garage Doors
• Inserts/Retro Fitting
Call today for a free
measure and quote

Ph: (06) 758 8073
Fax (06) 758 4157

Email: sales@rylocknp.co.nz
Web: www.rylock.co.nz

IN YOUR AREA
EVERY WEEK.

34 Egmont Street, New Plymouth 4310
Ph (06) 759 4252 | Mob 0274 888 222 

heydonyoung@insuretaranaki.co.nz | www.insuretaranaki.co.nz

National Strength, Local Insight, Personal Touch

people stay at home.“  Though 
everything had been slow,” 
he was glad to see the Covid 
situation was improving.

“I think the Government 
has done the right thing. It 
was a diffi cult decision, but 
it came out a lot better re-
sult.” He added, “It’s going 
to take a while to get back 
to normal.” He said he was 
looking forward to the inter-

Sixteen covid-19 
cases in Taranaki
Continued from page 1 national border being open 

again, but not in the short 
term, and said the rest of 
the world is still struggling.

Aretha who is also involved 
with  Everybodys Theatre 
said they hoped the theatre 
would be up and running in 
June, though any food on 
sale will be pre-packaged. 
Seating will be upstairs only 
and have a maximum of 40 
people and the theatre will be 
cleaned between screenings.

    

Three freedom campers 
r e l i s h i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t 
opportunity to travel were 
found enjoying a leisurely  
l unch  on  Sa tu rday  a t 
Opunake’s Arty Tarts café.

“It’s beautiful, especially 
coming to Opunake,” said 
Sandra Morris. “It’s a gem of 
a place,” added Irene Krutz.

 The three friends from 
New Plymouth were freedom 
camping by the lake and 
had just one complaint: 
“We love Opunake but 
why aren’t the Op shops 
open?” said Anne Brough. 

Irene added that she and 
…“We were going to go to 
Iran but now we can’t so we 
decided to go to Opunake 
instead.” Their second choice 

The Lockdown Our fi rst taste of freedom
was obviously an easy one 

They mentioned the beach, 
the walks, the bike trails, 
the cafes and the Op shops 
as attractions. Plus the “very 
friendly people,” said Anne.
The Garden Festival and 
particularly the Yarn Bomb 
were also mentioned. “It 
seems like a nice, close knit 
community. It’s hard to get 
a community together that’s 
so creative,” she continued..  
”It’s obviously very creative.” 
Added Irene and Sandra, 
they loved the ceramic 
seat and the sculptures.

The three friends who “go 
back a day or two” also 
share an interest in walking 
and tramping and were 
clearly having a great time. 

Seated from left Sandra Morris, Anne Brough and Irene 
Krutz with Arty Tarts manager Richard. Paton. 

Madison Kuriger (right) and from left friends Dallas 
Tapsell  and Maddi Townsend who would soon be 
returning to school. One  commented that she felt she 
learnt more at home during the lockdown than at school.

Rhonda Crawford who owns Turn Heads in Opunake said 
she had been busy and was working longer hours to cope 
with the demand.
Karla Tito, owner of Hairazor in Opunake said they too 
were also “very, very busy” and added  ” Everyone’s been 
very patient  and grateful and we’re grateful to see them.” 

A busy time for hairdressers    

Maree Seymour one of hairdresser Rhonda Crawford’s 
fi rst clients post lockdown. Maree said she was delighted 
with her new look.

Before ......                             …..and after.

Out for a Sunday drive to 
give their 1931 Model  A 
Ford vintage car a spin were 
Tiddley and Rose Cox from 
Egmont Village. The couple 
were treating themselves 
to fish and chips and 
taking them to Opunake 
Beach to  enjoy them 
before continuing around 
the mountain to home.

ABOVE:
Pita and Veronica Kay 

from Stratford on their 
fi rst trip out after the end 
of the lockdown had been 
visiting relatives locally 
a n d  w e r e  e n j o y i n g  a 
brunch lunch of fish and 
chips at Opunake Beach.

The couple originally from 
Auckland had retired to 
Stratford two years ago 
and said they were still 
settl ing into Taranaki 
and added “We love it.”

Pita commented that 
with an average house in 
Auckland now $900,000, 
buying in Stratford had 
left them money to enjoy 
their retirement and visit 
their children in Australia.

“The people are so friendly, 
“ said Pita, and help each 
other added Veronica. “Our 
neighbours are awesome.”

.

Tiddley who had owned 
the immaculate vehicle 
for six years had given 
i t  a  genera l  t idy  up . 

With 80,000 miles on 
the clock it still had the 
original (also immaculate) 
uphols tery .   The  le f t 
hand drive “cruises at 
50 miles an hour” said
Tiddley.

Kaiah Bloor and Blake Harkness (both 17) were enjoying 
their last day before returning to Opunake High School.
He felt  the experience of lockdown had been 
valuable and had taught him to be self-motivated .
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Accounting
Susanne Hipp

Limited

0800 200 210
www.helrimu.co.nz

COMMERCIAL DOMESTIC AIR CON & 
VENTILATION INDUSTRIAL RURAL POULTRY

Ladies!
EMBARRASSED BY UNWANTED FACIAL HAIR?

Electrolysis is a permanent method of hair removal
‘Now offering leg, underarm and bikini line waxing’

Special offers available before Xmas
Call for your free consultation
Tracey Lusk   dip. CIDESCO

06 752 7875  or  027 636 8060

Qualified Mechanic/
Mechanic Repairs

Prompt On-Farm
Call Out Service

Tractor, Truck &
Motorbike

Wheel Alignment
General Tyre repairs

We’ve got the lot!

QUALITY TRACTOR TYRES
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

BROADWAY SOUTH - STRATFORD
PH: 06 765 8401 - 021 061 3895

Cameron’s Tyres 
and Automotives

The last six weeks have 
been unusual. In the future, I 
think, we’ll be looking back 
at this as a historic event. 
Not being able to go out, get 
a haircut, celebrate events 
and having to fi nd new and 
creative ways of getting 
things done has been a big 
part of this time.

Staying at home hasn’t 
bothered me that much but I 
have defi nitely missed some 
things and been extremely 
grateful for others.

I have enjoyed the 
slowdown in life. No rushing 
out the door in the mornings. 

Unusual times

Karen Cave.
I’m grateful for Council 
staff who worked hard so 
we could continue to have 

our meetings online. Other 
groups I’m a part of have 
taken to online meetings too. 
No commute, just an easy 
stroll down the passage to 
the offi ce.

Catching up with friends 
and family. I’ve missed 
this. We’ve had a couple of 
birthdays plus Mother’s Day 
in this time and we couldn’t 
be together to celebrate, but 
I’m extremely grateful for 
the technology that allowed 
us to have a video get-
togethers

I’ve missed our community 

papers. Social media has 
fi lled some voids but there is 
nothing like seeing your own 
community’s current events. 
I’m so pleased they are back. 

I’ve missed the book 
group at our library but I am 
grateful for our Library Plus 
and all the books that are 
available online. And for the 
library staff that have created 
new online programmes for 
children and adults, to catch 
up or to chat about books.

I’ve missed the weekly 
recycling and green waste 
collection and am so pleased 

that these have resumed 
now. I appreciated the 
Council Contact centre staff 
that were there to answer 
a vast array of questions 
about rubbish, and rates, 
and a quick chat.

I missed being able to 
attend the ANZAC day 
service but it was so 
heartening seeing all the 
tributes that were created, 
the services on the radio, 
and poppies around the 
community. We found a 
way to commemorate this 
day in new ways.

The world may be a little 
different for a while yet. 
We’ve proven we can adapt 
to change and diffi culties 
and carry on.

Take care

                        Karen 
Cave

Eltham  Kaponga 
Community Board 

Chairperson

New graduate

Leah Hohaia, who has just graduated with a Diploma 
in Veterinary Nursing is seen here with her proud 
grandmother  on graduation day.

Leah grew up in Opunake and is a former student 
and prefect ot Opunake High School. Her grandparents 
Donald and Teresa Hohaia were born and bred in 
Opunake. Sadly, Donald has now passed on. 

Leah is now working for Wintec Hamilton.

A zero rate increase for 
2020-2021 is among the 
measures proposed in the 
South Taranaki District 
Council’s Annual Plan..

 South Taranaki Mayor, 
Phil Nixon says in light of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
the Council’s focus for the 
next year will be on ways it 
can support the community 
through the recovery and 
undertake activities to 
stimulate economic growth 
using, where possible, local 
businesses and contractors.

 “This Annual Plan 
proposes a range of 
measures aimed at bringing 
relief to residents and 

Zero rates rise for South Taranaki
businesses, some of which 
can be actioned immediately 
while others are more 
long term and will require 
additional planning before 
being implemented,” says 
Mayor Nixon.

 “Following the Council’s 
Long Term Plan, rates were 
projected to increase by 
around 3.36%. However, 
given the fi nancial burden 
COVID-19 will place 
on many families and 
businesses we are proposing 
to have a zero % rate rise. 
In addition, the Council is 
proposing a freeze on fees 
and charges and is offering 
payment plans and remission 
of rate penalties for those 
experiencing fi nancial 
hardship,” he says.

 Mayor Nixon says the 
Council is able to achieve 
the zero rates rise due to 
the prudent and effective 
fi nancial management of 
the organisation by staff and 
elected members over many 
years. 

 “This council is in a sound 
fi nancial position and we are 
able to take an additional 
one-off ($722,500) 

contribution from our Long 
Term Investment Fund 
to realise this proposal. 
There will be no changes 
in levels of service, and 
we will continue to meet 
our current and future 
infrastructure needs without 
compromising future plans 
or our overall fi nancial 
position,” he says.

 Mayor Nixon says these 
are just the fi rst of several 
initiatives the Council 
will consider over the 
coming year. “We will 
look to work closely with 
businesses, Iwi and other 
partners to develop further 
measures that will support 
the ongoing welfare of our 
district.”

As well as the zero rates 
increase key relief measures 
include a nil increase to fees 
and charges, payment plans 
and rate penalty remissions 
for those experiencing 
fi nancial hardship.

The Council will look 
at how to support longer 
term economic recovery 
by seeking Government 
fi nancial assistance for and 
undertaking six signifi cant 

‘shovel ready’ projects. 
These are: Nukumaru 
Station Road, Te Ramanui 
o Ruapūtahanga, Waimate 
West water mains 
replacement, desludging the 
Hāwera WWTP Anaerobic 
Lagoon, Hāwera Business 
Park infrastructure and 
Waimate West Reservoir.

The Council will proceed 
with projects such as 
the Manaia Community 
Facility and Swimming 
Pool upgrade, district 
pathways programme, 
and bring some of their 
capital projects and other 
development initiatives 
forward in their 2021- 2031 
Long Term Plan (such 
as the Hāwera Business 
Park and associated 
infrastructure work and the 
Eltham, Manaia, Ōpunakē, 
Pātea and Waverley Town 
Centre upgrades) 

Mayor Nixon says 
while the Council is not 
formally consulting on the 
Annual Plan the public can 
make comment and give 
feedback on the Plan until 
5pm on Thursday 21 May. 

Leah Hohaia, newly graduated.
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Thomson O’Neil & Co.
Our Opunake Office is attended by:

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
30 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE

PH: 761 8823

Lorem ipsum

OPUNAKE LAWYERS 

Robert England on Wednesday & Fridays
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses; 
Trusts, Wills and Estates.

Mark Utting on Thursdays 
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses; 
Trusts, Wills, Estates and refinancing matters.
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• Races 
• Farm maintenance 
• Building sites
• Metal

• Cartage of feed & 
machinery
• Drainage
• Driveways 

We Do: 

Plus a lot more!

Grant Phillips - 027 318 4129
coastalearthworks@hotmail.co.nz

233 Carrington Street, New Plymouth
www.asimplecremation.co.nz

0800 236 236

Simple but Significant
Helping Taranaki families with a range of simple, 

professional funeral services, with affordable caskets and urns

It’s not too late to book your 
SHED  MAINTENANCE 

for winter

Have you got yours booked?

WAREA
Call today or Email us at coastalwelders@xtra.co.nz

The beeswax-melting 
digestive system of a pest 
caterpillar could hold the 
secret to solving plastic 
pollution

Each year, humanity churns 
out some 300 million tons of 
plastic and ships it around 
the world before dropping 
it into landfi lls. And the 
problem doesn’t stop there. 
In the half-century since 
plastic exploded into our 
lives, tiny bits of it have 
spread through our oceans, 
our ecosystems and even our 
bodies. So far, humanity has 
struggled to get rid of it.

But there may be new hope 
for a solution. Scientists say 
they’ve found a caterpillar 
that loves to eat this non-
biodegradable waste. The 
insects won’t save us from 
our plastic pollution, but 
fi guring out how they digest 
the garbage could help offer 
up a solution.

“Nature is providing us 
with a great starting point 
to model how to effectively 
biodegrade plastic,” says 
biologist and study author 
Christophe LeMoine of 
Brandon University in 
Manitoba. “But we still have 
a few more puzzles to solve 
before using this technology, 
so it’s best to keep reducing 
plastic waste while this gets 
fi gured out.”

LeMoine and his Brandon 
University team have been 
researching the caterpillar 
larvae of the greater wax 
moth. The researchers were 
particularly interested in 
how this caterpillar, together 
with the microorganisms in 
its gut — its microbiome 
— could break down and 

Scientists discover plastic-eating caterpillar

A caterpillar having a banquet of plastic with a nice juicy hand to nibble on if he wants 
some protein.

metabolize plastic. That 
work included separating 
out the bacteria from the 
waxworms’ gut and growing 
it on its own in the lab. They 
found that one particular 
species of bacteria could 
indeed survive on nothing 
but plastic for a year.

But it wasn’t just a miracle 
bacteria behind the diet. 
Instead, the scientists 
discovered a “very close 
working relationship” 
between the caterpillar and 
its gut microbes. Both can 
consume plastic on their 
own. However, when the 
two work together, it rapidly 
accelerates the plastic 
biodegradation. What’s 
more, the researchers 
found that caterpillars that 

ate plastic actually had 
dramatically higher amounts 
of gut microbes.

These caterpillars aren’t 
some mutant evolved for 
the modern world, either. 
These so-called waxworms 
are actually bee pests that 
invade beehives and live off 
the honeycomb.

To a human, gobbling 
up delicious honeycomb 
may not sound the 
same as munching on a 
plastic bag; but for these 
waxworms, the two are 
nutritionally equivalent. 
The researchers say that 
the structure of honeycomb 
wax actually consists of 
very long chains of carbon 
and hydrogen, molecules 
called hydrocarbons. These 

hydrocarbon chains are the 
same things that make up the 
fossil fuel-derived plastics 
used so ubiquitously by 
humans.

“The waxworm and its 
gut bacteria must break 
down these long chains (in 
honeycomb),” LeMoine 
says. “And presumably, 
because plastics are similar 
in structure, they can also 
co-opt this machinery to 
use polyethylene plastics as 
a nutrient source.” In fact, 
some of their gut bacteria 
even seemed to do better 
eating plastic.

How much plastic can 
a group of very hungry 
caterpillars eat? According 
to the scientists, about 60 
waxworms chewed through 

a matchbook-sized square of 
plastic bag in under a week. 
Clearly, the world would 
need a lot of caterpillars to 
solve its plastic problems.

But LeMoine says 
that’s not really the point. 
“Waxworms are not an 
immediate solution to plastic 
pollution,” he says.

However, if scientists 
can unravel what makes 
these caterpillars and their 
gut bacteria fl ourish, they 

might be able to design 
tools to wipe out plastic. 
“A better understanding 
of how this synergy works 
may guide future efforts to 
design the ‘perfect’ plastic 
biodegradation system,” he 
says.

         Waste Management

A contemplative Highland calf

See me at Stoney Oaks Wildlife Park and I’ll let you know 
what I’m thinking of. Thanks Gail for her 3 photographs.
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  TRACTOR & MACHINERY SERVICE & REPAIRS

  ON FARM SERVICING

  AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE, REPAIRS AND HOSE MAKING

  SPARE PARTS & FARM OILS

  IMPLEMENTS & ATTACHMENTS - SALES AND SERVICE

  FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIAN

  TARANAKI & WANGANUI INDEPENDENT FERGIE TRACTOR 
SPECIALISTS

Ph 06 762 8023

Ian Crawford 
Mob 0272 207 701

MASSY FERGUSON   FORD  SAME  LANDINI ISEKI  VALTRA   
INTERNATIONAL 

MATBRO
  MERLO  DAVID BROWN  URSUS RENAULT   JOHN DEERE
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the winning formula since 1869

Ph 06 762 8023

Ian Crawford

Mob 0272 207 701

MASSEY FERGUSON

Ph 06 762 8023

Ian Crawford

Mob 0272 207 701

OPUNAKE FIRE SERVICE

Scrub fi re gets out of hand

LOOKING FOR A 
REAL ESTATE 
PROFESSIONAL 
YOU CAN TRUST?

Call Viv Scott today for help 
with buying, selling - or 
for a friendly, confi dential 
chat to discuss your options.

Viv Scott
M   027 441 4596
E     viv.scott@eieio.co.nz

Phone: 06 761 8999 |  027 422 4394

Specialists in Tyres & Hydraulics

We stock a wide range of batteries 

and automotive accessories

38 Ihaia Rd, Opunake
Email: accounts@agrimec.co.nz

Phone: 06 761 8999 |  027 422 4394

** DISCOUNT TYRES ** 

 Opunake Brigade is back 
training on Monday nights 
now we are at level 2. We 
are still keeping our social 
distance and trying to 
manage the new normal as 
best we can. Level 4 was 
nice and quiet with only a 
few call outs to rubbish fi res 
in people’s backyards. Just 

to let you know burning 
rubbish/waste in urban areas 
is prohibited by the Taranaki 
Regional Council under 
Rule 34 of the Regional Air 
Quality Plan. The council is 
taking green waste again at 
the transfer station. 
 At Level 3 we were called 
to a meter board on fi re but 

were turned around before 
we got there. The owner 
had got the fi re out. Another 
brigade arrived fi rst and 
made the scene safe. Our 
biggest fi re for a while was 
a scrub fi re out the back of 
the Pihama Cricket Club. 
Some embers from a control 
burn the day before got up 

and going as a strong wind 
arrived. Unfortunately it got 
into some dry scrub along the 
river bank and away it went. 
Both Opunake’s appliances, 
Manaia, Kaponga ,Rahotu, 
three tankers and Ngamotu’s 
rural tanker, plus a long 
four hours fi nally got things 
under control. 

 Sadly one medical call out 
was to a cardiac arrest during 
Level 3. Unfortunately it 
was not a good result despite 
the best attempts from the 
brigade and St Johns. Our 
thought go out to the family 
and friends.  
 At level 2 we have only had 
one call to a car fi re on South 

Road north of Opunake. 
Two Brigade members 
wearing breathing apparatus 
with a high pressure hose 
reel extinguished the fi re but 
the car was a write-off.
 Till next time stay safe

                        Craig Dingle   
                Chief Fire Offi cer

One of the Hauraki Gulf’s 
iconic black petrels caught 
by a boat in Ecuador in 

Black petrel survives South American capture ordeal
2007, has been found alive 
with its partner at a breeding 
burrow on Great Barrier 

Island.  Seabird scientist Biz 
Bell was astonished to fi nd 
the bird alive. “Despite the 
crew caring for the bird on 
their boat for four days we 
had presumed it had died 
because it had never been 
seen again back at the colony 
in the intervening 13 years. 
We were over the moon.” 
The Auckland Zoo 
Charitable Trust has recently 
supported an outreach 
initiative to encourage 
Ecuadorian fl eets to adopt 
seabird smart fi shing 
practices to help protect this 
rare Hauraki Gulf seabird. 

The Trust has already 
funded ground-breaking 
satellite tracking of young 
black petrels leaving their 
nest for the fi rst time. 
 “The tracking showed these 
young birds do a heroic 
12000 km fl ight straight to 
Ecuador, into waters thick 
with fi shing boats” says 
Penny Whiting, Chair of the 
Auckland Zoo Charitable 
Trust.  “We wanted to do 
more to help them survive.” 
The outreach programme 
has been undertaken by 
the Southern Seabird 
Solutions Trust. “Fishers 

are more open to hearing 
messages from their peers 
so we thought it might 
work to have a kiwi fi sher 
ask his South American 
counterparts to join him in 
looking after black petrels” 
says the convenor Janice 
Molloy.  “Adam Clow who 
fi shes out of Whitianga has 
become an absolute devotee 
of the birds after spending 
time at the colony with 
researchers. So we fi lmed 
him on his boat talking about 
his respect for black petrels 
and the measures he uses to 
reduce the risk of catching 

them”.
“We have voiced over the 
fi lm in Spanish and with the 
support of extension offi cers 
we will be able to get this in 
the hands of South American 
fi shermen. We want to see 
how this is received and 
build on this fi rst initiative” 
says Janice. 
The Trust has organised 
multiple visits of local 
longline fi shers to Great 
Barrier Island after seeing 
the interest Adam took in 
black petrels once he had 
spent time at their breeding 
grounds. Recently two staff 
who work at Lee Fish spent 
a night on the colony.  Tom 
Searle of Lee Fish says 
“We support these trips 
because seeing black petrels 
raising their young has a 
big impression on fi shers. 
When they later see the birds 
around their boats they know 
there is a chick dependent 
on them and this makes the 
fi shers extra vigilant with 
their fi shing techniques”.  
 On their maiden fl ight black 
petrels head straight for 
Ecuador. 
Credit Wildlife Management 
International Ltd.

Miraculous survival story. 
Credit Ed Marshall.  

Agriculture Minister Damien 
O’Connor has announced 
that as part of this year’s 
budget the Government is 
to invest $5.4 million over 
four years to improve animal 
welfare.
“It’s great to see the 
Government investing in 
animal welfare,” says SAFE 
CEO Debra Ashton. “We do 

A black petrel thinking about a 12,000km fl ight to Ecuador.

SAFE asks how money will be spent 
in the primary sector

have questions though about 
how this money is going to 
be spent, and how it will 
actually improve animal 
welfare.”
“The Ministry for Primary 
Industries has about 25 
animal-welfare inspectors 
for 160 million animals. 
That’s one inspector per 6.5 
million animals, which is 
woefully inadequate.”

“The best way to address 
New Zealand’s increasing 
animal-welfare problems is 
to remove animal welfare 
from the primary industries 
portfolio and establish 
an independent body for 
animals.”
The budget also included 
a $45.3 million investment 
in the horticulture sector, 
including vocational 

training.
“Horticulture should be our 
number one growth sector, 
so we’re pleased to see the 
Government invest in this 
area.”
“We’d also like to see 
the Government provide 
education and training to 
support farmers to transition 
to plant-based industries 
such as horticulture.”  
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OUR PEOPLE MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

Proud to support Coastal families
06 759 0912

257 Devon St East, NP
vospers.co.nz

MANAIA 
FOUR SQUARE
53 South Rd, Manaia
Ph 06 274 8406

If we don’t have it, 
we’ll get it!

Opening hours:
Monday - Friday 7.30am to 7pm
Saturday & Sunday 8am to 7pm

Agricultural & Electric, Fencing & Shelter Belts, 
Stockyards, Retaining Walls, Residential,

180 Rev. Post Rammer.
Member FCANZ

 Ph Steven on (06) 278 5949  or  021 298 5106

FOR ALL YOUR FENCING REQUIREMENTS: 

SIMPLY LIVING IN OPUNAKE
11 Ponderosa Place, Opunake
Here is your chance to grab this attractive gem of a home that is positioned on an easy-care 
section, is low maintenance being brick and located down a cul-de-sac with a mountain view. 
As you enter the home you are greeted by the timber panelling entranceway which takes you 
through to the spacious dining room, followed by the well positioned kitchen that offers good 
bench space and breakfast bar.  Walk back through the dining and you are welcomed by the 
light filled lounge which faces out to your private backyard that overlooks farmland.

Back down the hallway you will find the 3 double bedrooms, spacious bathroom comprising of 
a spa bath, separate shower and toilet. The second toilet is positioned near the entranceway, 
along with access into the single garage. This home has been loved and well maintained by 
the owner since the day it was built. It is the perfect home to retire and relax into and is a must 
view to appreciate what it has to offer.

eieio.co.nz #OP00864

FLOOR AREA: 160m2   LAND AREA: 830m2

M | 027 274 3554
E | shelley.wilkin@eieio.co.nz

OPEN HOME:  SUNDAY 24th MAY 
2:00pm - 2:30pm

BUYER ENQUIRY OVER $379,000

3            1          1           1

SAFE asks how money will be spent 
in the primary sector

 If we don’t have it, we will 
get it. That is the message 
Mike King and Dee Young, 
the new owners of Manaia 
Four Square have for their 
customers.
Mike and Dee who both 
hail from the Bay of Plenty 
took over at the beginning of 
February. 
“Last year when we saw 
that Phil was advertising the 
property was the first time 
we’d been to Taranaki,” 
says Mike. “We saw Phil 
and Adrienne in September /
October and made a couple 
of visits. We liked the feel of 
the town and the surrounding 
areas. We saw what the 
area had to offer with the 
golf course, the sea and the 
mountain. We liked the look 
of the shop and we could see 
the potential for the future 
dev elopement of the store.”
Mike and Dee have two 
daughters. Katy attends 
Hawera Intermediate School 
while Mikayla, who is on a 
golf scholarship in Nebraska 
is currently helping out at 
home while problems with 
COVID-19 in the United 
States are being sorted out.
They say they are keen to be 
part of the local community 
and want to hear from 
their customers about any 
additions they would like to 
see to their store. New types 
of bread, including a gluten-
free variety have been 
added, as well as seafoods, 
new petfood and products 
from companies they had 
dealt with while previously 
living in the Bay of Plenty. 
Other new products and 
services they are looking 
at include chicken’n chips 
and bringing in a new 

Four Square owners supporting 
Manaia community

produce stand. Mike says 
he wants to promote the 
fresh food departments and 
get deliveries arriving at the 
store more often so stocks 
stay fresh and shelves stay 
full.
 Promotions have included 
one for Mother’s Day. 
Mike and Dee had been at 
the store for less than two 
months when the lockdown 
came along, posing new 
challenges. They made 
deliveries to vulnerable 
people in the community 
and at one time bread was 
given away.  Another time 
they got in a crate of apples 
which they were giving 
away free, although anybody 
who wanted to could make 
a donation which would go 
towards paying for groceries 
for those less able to afford 
them.
Mike sees he wants keep 
giving jobs to local people 

and has carried on paying 
the 10 per cent bonus 
which Foodstuffs had been 
paying their staff during the 
lockdown period.
“If people keep shopping 
with us, we can keep 
employing people,” says 
Mike.
Before coming to Manaia, 
Mike and Dee lived in Ohope 
and had met while working 
as deputy registrars at the 
Whakatane District Court. 
They both studied online 
with the Open Polytechnic 
of New Zealand. Dee studied 
early childhood education 
and was a teacher for 10 
years, while Mike studied 
Business.
 Mike has seen and worked 
on both sides of local 
government.  He was the 
Whakatane District Council 
revenue manager for 13 
years and he served two 
terms on the Ohope Beach 

Community Board until 
it merged with its larger 
neighbour in Whakatane, 
something which Mike 
says he opposed. He stood 
for the larger body, and in 
a crowded field narrowly 
missed out.
“It was quite a proactive 
board and a lot of stuff was 
done,” says Mike. “We were 
always looking at ways we 
could improve the area and 
make community grants to 
people needing help.”

Mike learned the grocery 
trade while working at 
Opotiki New World under 
owner Jimmy Heal before 
spending six months closer 
to home at Ohope Four 
Square, going through the 
process to enable him to be 
able to pick up a Four Square 
franchise. 
Having been active in the 
community while living in 

Ohope he is looking forward 
to doing the same here.

 “I’ve met some pretty cool 
people while I’ve been here. 
I want to be involved in the 
community and I want them 
to feel they can come in 
here.”

New Manaia Four Square owners Mike King and Dee Young.

 Taranaki Civil Defence has 
commended all residents 
in their efforts to combat 
COVID-19 in the region. 

 Taranaki Civil Defence 
Alternate Controller Sue 
Kelly says that as we move 
into Level 2 we need to 
continue the good habits 
achieved over the previous 
seven weeks. 
“Taranaki has done an 
excellent job to contain the 
virus in the region. Those 
good habits we have been 
used to over the last few 
weeks, need to be continued 
in Level 2 as it will help 
protect you, your family 
at home and at work,” Sue 
says.  
“Alert Level 2 will bring 
many opportunities to 
move around the country, 

Good habits encouraged 
by Taranaki Civil Defence

increase our bubbles, and go 
back to work. 
 The fact that COVID-19 
is still present in New 
Zealand, with a low number 
of cases per day, we need to 

encourage the use of those 
good habits for individuals, 
families and businesses – so 
play it safe.”



JONATHAN YOUNG MP  FOR 
NERW PLYMOUTH
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Authorised by Harete Hipango MP,  
Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Harete Hipango  
MP for Whanganui

haretehipmp@parliament.govt.nz
Whanganui 06 348 9150
Hawera 06 278 4059
Stratford 06 765 8464

Harete -
Here to Help

Go local and back Taranaki
Thursday last week came as 
a great relief as the arrival of 
Level 2 Covid-19 restrictions 
meant many of us were able 
to reclaim some sense of 
normality in our lives.
As a country, we have 
sacrifi ced a great deal 
under the lockdown and we 
should be duly proud that 
our combined efforts have 
severely restricted the spread 
of the virus.
We now face two challenges: 
keeping the lid on Covid-19, 
and getting the country back 
to work and people back in 
jobs.
Over the last few weeks, 
through my conversations 
with businesses and 
employers I’m hearing that 
people are expecting the 
next three or four months 

Go local and back Taranaki

to be busy. Particularly in 
construction, as there is 
a backlog of work to get 
through and consents issued 
already, but then they’re 
expecting to hit a lull later in 
the year. 
A thousand people a day 
have been applying for an 
unemployment benefi t, and 
their wellbeing is very much 

top of mind. Now more 
than ever we need to be 
checking in on our friends, 
family and neighbours and 
doing what we can to help. 
Even if it’s a quiet cup of 
tea and a conversation, I 
think it’s important that we 
pull together to support in 
whatever ways we can.
As I mentioned last time, 
Taranaki is well positioned 
to deal with this situation. 
We have the primary produce 
that people need, and the 
skills and determination to 
make our way through.

I’ve been part of a number 
of planning sessions looking 
at how to stimulate various 
sectors of the community 
from the creative, and media 
to energy, construction 
and infrastructure. It is 
heartening to see our brand 
of Taranaki practicality and 
resourcefulness shining 
through and I am confi dent 
we’ll pull through and be 
stronger on the other side of 
this crisis.
One pragmatic idea launched 
last week is something we 
can all get behind.  Venture 

Taranaki launched the Go 
Local Go Taranaki campaign 
to encourage shopping 
locally. The campaign aims 
to support our region’s 
businesses, enterprises and 
their goods and services and 
really builds on the Team 
Taranaki philosophy.
By shopping locally we 
give our small businesses 
the confi dence to keep 
going, and maybe employ 
more staff,  which in turn 
will support our economic 
recovery.
Look out for the Go Local 

badge and back Taranaki.

                   Jonathan Young
        MP for New Plymouth

National Party 
Spokesperson: Energy & 

Resources 
National Party 

Spokesperson: Regional 
Economic Development (NI)

National Party 
Spokesperson: Arts, Culture 

& Heritage
newplymouthmp@
parliament.govt.nz

A range of measures will be 
put in place to help make it 
safe for voters and election 
workers to take part in the 
2020 General Election and 
referendums.  
The Electoral Commission is 
continuing to work towards 
delivering the election and 
two referendums on 19 
September, which is the date 
set by the Prime Minister in 
January.  Changes are being 
made to the way the election 
will be run to meet the 
public health requirements 
for COVID-19.   
“Safety measures at voting 
places will be based on 
advice from the Ministry of 
Health,” says Alicia Wright, 
Chief Electoral Offi cer. 
“They include queue 
management and physical 
distancing, as well as the 
use of hand sanitiser and 
protective gear.”
Advance voting will start 
two days earlier than 
planned on Saturday 5 
September to spread voting 
over a longer period and 
reduce congestion in voting 
places.  The number of 
advance voting places will 
be increased, especially on 
the weekend before Election 

Safety at the General Election
Day.  Where possible larger 
venues will be used to give 
voters more space.
“Some people will not be 
able to go to a voting place, 
but they will still be able to 
vote,” says Alicia Wright.  
Voters who are older or 
have a medical condition 
that places them at high risk 
from COVID-19 can choose 

to vote at a voting place or 
register for postal voting and 
have their voting papers sent 
to them in the mail.
“Voting services can also be 
delivered to small clusters of 
voters who are in isolation 
during the voting period 
using takeaway voting, 
which is when voting papers 
are delivered and picked 

up,” says Alicia Wright.
Alicia Wright says it is 
important for people to 
enrol early and keep their 
details up to date so that they 
receive information about 
the election and referendums 
in the mail including an 
EasyVote card which makes 
voting faster. 

 Climate Justice Taranaki 
say they are extremely 
disappointed that the 
Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) has granted 
OMV Taranaki Limited the 
green light to drill another 
ten exploratory wells in the 
Maui fi eld offshore from 
Taranaki.
“Disturbingly, there is no 
requirement on OMV to 
provide a bond or obtain 
public liability insurance in 
the consent.
“The recent Court of Appeal 
judgement on the Trans-
Tasman Resources Limited 
(TTR) seabed mining 
application clearly laid 
out the need to consider 
the requirement for public 
liability insurance and bond. 
The latter would ‘address 
costs of remediation for 
uninsurable harms... for 
example due to deliberate 

Climate Justice take a 
swipe at EPA decision

non-compliance with 
conditions or supervening 
insolvency’. Surely the 
EPA should be listening 
and following the advice,” 
said Catherine Cheung, 
spokesperson of Climate 
Justice Taranaki.
“This is unbelievable 
considering that we are still 
watching the FPSO Umuroa 
fl oating vessel saga unfold. 
With Tamarind Taranaki 
Limited in liquidation, BW 
Offshore is considering 
leaving the Umuroa at the 
Tui fi eld offshore, unmanned 
and potentially uninsured, 
while the government sorts 
out how to decommission 
the site.  It’s a catastrophe in 
the making if a wild winter 
storm hits the aging vessel 
with its estimated 40,000 
barrels of oil onboard. Who 
is going to pay for the costs 
for the oil spill emergency 

and the damage on fi sheries 
and customary rights, 
marine ecosystem health 
and amenity?” asked Ms 
Cheung.
“We can’t bury our heads in 
the sand and pretend that the 
bits of good stuff like nature 
jobs, renewable energies 
and wellbeing budget, are 
enough to turn our climate 
and social crises around. 
The bad stuff like fossil 
fuel exploration and mining 
must also end decisively, 
just like how Covid-19 lock-
down brought to the halt 
climate wrecking travels and 
emissions.
 We need to redefi ne our 
values system and priorities 
to ensure a just recovery 
from Covid and enable a 
truly sustainable, fair and 
kind society now and into 
the future,” concluded Ms 
Cheung

We are Open ‘Naki. 
Book your escape now!

1 Beach Rd, Opunake
Ph. 06 761 7525

h�p://www.opunakebeachnz.co.nz

We are 
right by the 

Beach

10% o� 

with this

ad

Book your Winter Break

• Motel Units
• Cabins
• Classic Caravan

• Large Grassy Sites
• Cell phone coverage
• Internet access

• Beach & cliff top walks
• Kid’s playground
• Walk to cafe and theatre



The next issue 
of the 

Opunake & Coastal News is on June 4. We look forward to your 
contributions.
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Contact Glenn on 0272 969 755  

FULLY CONSTRUCTED
OR KITSET 

Commercial, rural, residential garages, carports, storage sheds

www.fairdinkumsheds.co.nz

www.tht.co.nz

600 Devon St East . Fitzroy . NP . 06 757 8665
Like Us On Facebook

 

Quality Gear!
Excellent Service!

HIRE IT

To be human is to care for 
other human beings and 
to protect the environment 
in which we live. This is a 
sentiment which seems to 
be at odds with the current 
economic system that 
encourages the degradation 
of the environment and our 
humanity. Recently, our 
government endorsed the 
Circular Economy concept, 
which seems to be fi nding 
itself among the highest 
reaches of global markets 
– ready to make a positive 
and genuine change to 
improve the health of our 
environment and people. 
What exactly is the Circular 
economy? European 
Environment Agency.
The Ellen McArthur 
Foundation posits that it 

Circularity for our humanity
looks beyond the current 
linear economic model of 
take-make-waste. It aims to 
redefi ne growth, focusing 
on the positive society-wide 
benefi ts, while gradually 
working to decouple our 
economic dependency on 
fi nite resources. This model 
is underpinned by three 
principles; design out waste 
and pollution; keep products 
and materials circulating 
in the economy; and 
regenerate natural systems. 
Additionally, these are 
supported by a transition to 
renewable energy sources. 
From a climate change 
perspective, research 
suggests that if we apply 
circular economy concepts 
to four key materials 
(cement, steel, plastic and 

aluminums) we could 
reduce Green-House-Gas 
emissions by 40% in 2050. 
If we add food systems, this 
reduction could amount to 
an incredible 49% in that 
same year, thus bringing 
our world closer to a net-
zero emissions economy. 
Moreover, the International 
Labour Organisation 
predicts that under the 
circular economy scenario, 
worldwide employment 
would grow by 0.1 per cent 
by 2030 in comparison 
with a business-as-usual 
scenario, adding as much 
as 7 per cent net to GDP. 
This poses a major benefi t to 
our economy and the health 
of our environment and its 
people and highlights why 
New Zealand must make the 

transition.
However, this transition 
is a complex and a long-
term process. It requires 
a complete paradigm 
shift in our beliefs about 
indeterminate growth. To do 
this, we must acknowledge 
that we have a problem 
with the current economic 
model, and then design well 
informed, and people-centric 
policies. Only then can a 
true equitable society come 
into fruition. This means, we 
must sever the ties with old 
models and their attached 
values, but we must also 
adopt the new values and 
change our behaviors and 
choices 
Nations around the world 
are transitioning their 
economies. Scotland’s 

Member of Parliament; 
Richard Lochhead quoted 
saying “…creating a circular 
economy is an economic, 
environmental and moral 
necessity.” It is an ideology, 
which at its heart resonates 
and refl ects the needs and 
welfare of the people. This 
is because the principles 
which underpin the circular 
economy can be universally 
applied, and mold to the 
attributes of a society. 
We claim to be a prosperous 
fi rst-world nation, but we 
remain in servitude to a 
system that permits deep 
and wide inequalities. 
This is accentuated by the 
disconnection between 
economy and environment, 
which exacerbates harmful 
cycles that uplift the mean 

spirit in humans and excludes 
our most vulnerable - driven 
by the negative externalities 
of capitalism. 
In closing, the message 
I wish to convey to your 
readers is this; the depths 
of a true circular economy 
expresses a genuine desire 
for transformative change, 
one which seeks to include 
members of our society that 
continue to linger in the 
shadows of our conscience. 
So we must steer our 
future towards one which 
is inclusive, values-based, 
circular and egalitarian, 
for the betterment of our 
environment and our 
humanity.

                    Benjamin Terry

 A colourful pheasant from Stony Oaks.

This Amhurst pheasant is just one of the many intersting birds you can see at Stony Oaks Wildlife Park near 
Inglewood.
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Our opening hours have changed. We will now 
be closed on Mondays and Sundays.

183 Tasman St�eet, Opunake | Ph. 06 761 8067  | www.newlifenurser�.co.nz183 Tasman St�eet, Opunake | Ph. 06 761 8067  | www.newlifenurser�.co.nz

Hedging and shelter trees - these are looking 
great and ready to be planted. Be in early for the 
best.

NEW SHRUBS IN STOCK
PLENTY OF VEGE PLANTS AND

GARLIC BULBS AVAILABLE FOR PLANTING

We are OPEN for business 
Tuesday - Friday: 9am to 4pm

Saturday:  9am to 1pm

It’s great to be open again and 
thanks for supporting local businesses.

Riverlea Contractors would like to THANK YOU, 
our valued customer for your business and 

support over the 2019/2020 season.  

265 Mangawhero Rd, Hawera

06 764 6222
info@riverleacontractors.co.nz

For any work/support you require please contact us at:

Level 2 allows us to carry out our normal winter 
programme:

Hedgemulching  •  Race work & track maintenance  •  Fert 
spreading  •  Digger work  •  Any truck work  •  Carting 

metal/lime fines  •  Recycling

We are also available for any other support work required 
to help keep your business running over the winter period

including feeding out & stock management to allow you 
that well deserved winter break.

Hope you are doing well under these challenging times.

RCL can confirm that we are operating 
under the present Covid-19 requirements.

A new campaign aims to 
get Taranaki backing its 
local businesses to support 
our economy, our recovery 
and our future.

Go Local, Go Taranaki 
encourages Taranaki 
people to get behind local 
enterprises and products 
and put their wallet where 
their home is.

“COVID-19 had had a 
big impact on our region’s 
enterprises and economy, 
and as we start to look 
towards getting back to 
business under Alert Level 
2, we all need to be helping 
our enterprises return to 
operating profi tably as 
quickly as possible,” says 
Venture Taranaki Chief 
Executive Justine Gilliland.

Regional mayors and Venture Taranaki 
ask Taranaki to go local

The Go Local campaign 
sees Venture Taranaki 
partnering with the region’s 
three district councils, 
regional council, business 
groups around the Maunga, 
and regional media channels 
to develop a collective 
approach to championing 
our region’s makers and 
merchants.  

“Now more than ever, we 
ask everyone in Taranaki to 
put their wallet where their 
home is, and to use their 
collective purchasing power 
to make a difference and 
champion our region.”

“The more we can 
support our Taranaki-based 
enterprises and products, the 
sooner we can begin our road 
to recovery and reduce the 
negative impacts of the last 

two months, returning not 
just to a new normal, but to a 
new better. Rekindling pride 
and support for our local 
enterprises and products is 
an important part of that,” 
Justine says.

The region’s Mayors are 
behind the campaign and 
the difference it could make 
around the Maunga. 

“Our local businesses need 
our support more than ever,” 
says South Taranaki District 
Mayor, Phil Nixon. “We are 
all in this together and every 
dollar spent locally supports 
our friends and neighbours, 
grows employment, and 
sustains the communities 
that sustain us. Please, shop 
local, but shop safely.”

Stratford District Mayor 
Neil Volzke says, “I 

encourage everyone to 
spend locally, this will 
help preserve jobs and 
speed up our community’s 
recovery. We need to keep 
as much money as we can 
in the Taranaki region, and 
where possible we need our 
district’s people to think 
local fi rst. If you can fi nd it 
in the Stratford district, buy 
it in the Stratford district.”

“I’ve been blown away 
by the incredible spirit our 
people have shown during 
lockdown, uniting against 
Covid-19 and supporting our 
amazing frontline workers,” 
says New Plymouth District 
Mayor Neil Holdom.  

“We need to take that spirit 
and Go Local like never 
before and help all the hard-
working businesses who 

create so many home-grown 
jobs and are the lifeblood of 
our economy. Melissa and I 
have always been happy to 
support Taranaki fi rms and 
we’re hoping others will too. 
We also want to hear what 
you think of our proposed 
plan giving preference to 
Taranaki businesses who 
contract for NPDC projects, 
so head to newplymouthnz.
com/BackOnOurFeet to give 
us your feedback,” Neil says. 

Customers will be able to 
share their local purchases 
while enterprises will 
have an opportunity to get 
behind the movement by 
downloading and displaying 
the Go Local badge across 
their website, social media 
channels and storefronts. 

“The badge will act as 

a reminder to think and 
go local enterprise or on 
a local product with your 
spend, knowing that every 
dollar spent with locally 
sees a signifi cantly greater 
proportion stay in the region 
– up to three times as much 
in some studies,” says 
Justine. 

“Go local includes looking 
for local (or if not available, 
then New Zealand-made) 
products when you’re at the 
supermarket too – our region 
produces high-quality, 
everyday products like 
butter, bakery goods, cheese, 
and meat. So you can help 
out with just your everyday 
purchases as well.”

A Chinese Golden pheasant 
showing its coloursful display

LEFT: At the Stoney 
Oaks Wildlife Park near 
Inglewood you can see 
spectacular birds like this 
one as well as many diverse 
animals.

The National Volunteers 
Week is coming up between 
22-26 June, and one of the 
highlights of that week is 
the chance to thank these 
amazing, often unsung 
heroes of our community. 

“We’re looking for the 
superhero of superheroes,” 
says South Taranaki District 
mayor Phil Nixon. 

“Because of Covid 19, the 
Council has had to think a 
little differently this year. A 
get together with food and a 
nice cup of tea isn’t realistic 
for us in this environment, 
so the community is being 
asked to nominate their 
South Taranaki superheroes. 
We want to hear about 
the people who make this 
district hum – they may 
be part of a charity, a 
social organisation, or just 
volunteer quietly in the 
neighbourhood, helping out 
at church or at the school, 
marae etc,” Mayor Phil says. 
“Wherever they work, we 
want to acknowledge their 
commitment and say thank 
you.” 

Searching for South 
Taranaki’s Volunteer 
champion

The nominations will be 
forwarded to a panel of 
fi ve – comprised of one 
elected member from each 
community board, as well 
as the Mayor – and four 
superheroes will be selected. 
From these four fi nalists, the 
2020 Volunteer Superhero 
will be chosen. 

 “Nominations are open 
now so start thinking about 
who your local stars are 
and please send the forms 
in before 9am on Tuesday 
2 June,” says Mayor Phil. 
“I know there are hundreds 
of great people out there 
who are the lifeblood of our 
community and we want to 
hear about them.” 

All fi nalists will receive 
a cash prize of $300 each, 
with the Superhero of 
Superheroes receiving a 
further $500 to donate to a 
South Taranaki community 
organisation of their choice. 
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Help rebuild our economy 
by going local first. 

Think Local, Go Local, 
Love Taranaki.

visit.taranaki.info

Look out for our ‘Go Local’ badge and spend with confidence 
knowing you’re supporting our local enterprises and our people.
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POWERLINE FAULTS 
AND SERVICING

From a fuse or broken insulator replaced 
to a complete powerline rebuild 

           Call: TOP OF THE LINE 
ELECTRICITY SERVICES

Powerline Servicing Specialists
Free line inspections

Free advice | Free quotes

Greg Lewis: 027 453 0326
Justin Robinson: 027 445 9162 

We provide a unique integrated approach to all 
aspects of skin health.

 •  Skin Cancer       •  Acne
 •  Sun Damage       •  Aesthetics
 •  Moles        •  Rashes

Expert Pediatric Care . Southern Cross affiliated
TeleDermatology Available

P / 027 977 9119 . E / info@iderm.co.nz
A / 4 Butlers Lane, Oakura . W / www.iderm.co.nz 

Dr. Lisa Connelly - Dermatologist

Lee Newton - Aesthetician

 

Peter Kuriger Engineering & Concrete 
 

  

WE ARE OPEN 
FOR BUSINESS 

889 Upper Kaweora Road - Opunake    0274 526 718   -  06 761 8122   

 

AGENTS FOR NILFISK FLOORCARE PRODUCTS

31 Hurlstone Drive, New Plymouth
Shaun McKay - Sales Specialist

FORKLIFTS CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT

RENTAL
SERVICE
PARTS

NEW & USED SALES

The clinic known as 
Integrative Dermatology, 
offers an integrated approach 
to skincare.  Located in 
Oakura on Butlers Lane, 
behind the Four Square 
supermarket, the facility 
was opened by Dr Lisa 
Connelly, a dermatologist, 
who specialises in all skin 
conditions as well as hair 
and nail disorders. 

A fully qualifi ed beauty 
therapist, Lee Newton, also 
works with Dr Connelly 
enabling the clinic to offer a 
full skin care service. 

Dr Lisa Connelly who 
is from Florida in the 
United States opened the 
Dermatology clinic 8 months 
ago.  She is a medical doctor 
who is fully registered to 
practise in both New Zealand 
and the States.  In addition,  
she has completed an extra 
year of training in pediatric 
skin conditions.  Currently 
she is one of a handful of 
paediatric dermatologists in 
New Zealand and the only 
one in New Plymouth.

She treats a wide range of 
skin conditions in patients 
of all ages from rashes 
to skin cancer, eczema, 
psoriasis, acne and moles. 
After practicing in New 
Plymouth for 4 years she 
became acutely aware 
of how fragmented skin 
care is in the region. Her 
response was to  offer a 
different approach. As their 
name implies at Integrative 
Dermatology you can expect 

to have all your skin care 
needs met under one roof. 
No need to visit one facility 
for the treatment of your 
acne, another for a mole 
examination and yet another 
for the treatment for skin 
cancer removal or aesthetics 
such as botox, peels or 
fi llers. 

“Our goal is to provide 

our patients with complete 
skin health care,” says Dr 
Connelly. 

They offer full body skin 
examinations checking 
for moles and its sinister 
counterpart melanoma, a 
potentially deadly form 
of skin cancer.  “We use a 
dermatoscope,” which Dr 
Connelly explains magnifi es 
skin lesions allowing for 
more precise viewing of 
features under the skin. 
Patients with concerns 
about suspicious moles can 
have their lesions assessed, 
diagnosed and surgically 
removed at the clinic; 
sometimes this all occurs 
within the initial visit. No 
need to wait days to weeks 
for a diagnosis from a doctor 
outside of New Plymouth 
or return for a biopsy and 
later excision. She adds that 
Taranaki has the highest rate 
of skin cancer, specifi cally 
melanoma, in New Zealand, 
usually from sun exposure. 
“We aim to streamline 
the process for patients 

Clinic offers integrated skincare service

so they can have their 
concerns addressed in as few 
appointments as possible.”

Lee Newton who is a 
fully qualifi ed aesthetician 
works with Dr. Connelly 
to provide an integrative 
approach to skin care.  Her 
focus is on helping patients 
choose the best skin care 
products to complement the 
medical treatment of their 
condition. “The advantage 
of integrative medical 
management with skincare 
is that it ensures optimum 
results,” says Dr Lisa.  

 Lee notes that “Often 
what I hear from people is 
‘We’ve tried everything but 
your clinic is our last resort.”  
We would like for patients 
to consider us as their fi rst 
option for their skin issues.  

In cases of skin damage, 
pigmentation and aging, a 
skin peel which takes off 
the old skin allowing new 
skin growth often produces 
a good result. With acne 
conditions, for example, 
Lee recommends skin care 
products which deliver best 
results.

Dr Lisa Connelly Dermatologist.

Seeking advice and 
treatment early can be vitally 
important in the treatment 
of acne and can stop the 
condition progressing to 
scarring which she says 
can impact on people’s 
confi dence.  Teenagers 
do not have to suffer 
unnecessarily with acne 
- sometimes a good basic 
skin care regime can be the 
answer.

In addition to managing the 
treatment of all skin diseases, 
Integrative Dermatology 
also encompasses a broader 
approach to medicine. “We 
integrate our approach to 
skin care with the most 
up to date methods of 
treating skin diseases using 
prescription medication. We 
combine this with nutritional 

medicine and the best skin 
care practices and products 
for the condition,” says 
Dr. Connelly.  She adds 
sometimes that involves 
use of dietary supplements, 
facials and/or specifi c skin 
care products.

Dr Connelly lived in Oakura 
for 4 years and chose to open 
the clinic here because of the 
strong relationships she’d 
developed in the village.  
She and her husband, who 
is also a doctor and works 
at Taranaki Base Hospital, 
have three children.

She particularly enjoys  
Waka Ama which she does 
at Ngamotu Beach. 

Her husband and kids are 
aspiring surfers while Lisa 
says with a smile “I try”.

Lee Newton a fully qualifi ed aesthetician.
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Seven years after joining 
Lions, Louise Knapman 
will take over as District 
Governor of District 202D 
which stretches from Mokau 
to Foxton. 

Louise, who is a member of 
the Opunake Lakeside Lions 
Club will serve a one year 
term beginning on July 1. 

“I saw what wonderful 
things Lions were doing in 
the community and what 
fun they had, so I thought 
I’d like to be part of that,” 
Louise says of her decision 
to become a Lion. “Then 
somebody asked me and 
I said yes. I was asked to 
take on more and more roles 
in Lions. One thing led to 
another and I found myself 
on the path to being district 
governor.” 

Earlier this year she, along 
with incoming district 
governors from around the 
world attended a training 
session in Chicago. This 
was held shortly before 
COVID-19 had played 
havoc with international 

Keeping Lions relevant in a changing world
travel, so that the only ones 
who couldn’t make it were 
those coming from China 
where travel restrictions 
were already in place.

Louise says the theme for 
her year as district governor 
will be “What If?”

“I believe we have got 
a prime opportunity with 
the lockdown to start and 
look at how we can change 
our Lions clubs. They are 
wonderful things, but they 
have got to move into the 
future.”

She cites as an example 
the way Lions clubs have 
conducted meetings through 
Zoom during the lockdown 
where physical interaction 
has not been possible.

At the District 202D 
Convention held in 
Palmerston North in 
February she had spoken 
about how the Opunake 
Lakeside Lions had 
revamped the way they did 
things.

“One of the things that 
got me inspired was our 
club,” she says. “Lions 

International encourages 
us to become My Club, My 
Work, so there’s no hard and 
fast way of doing things. 
Our club decided to change 
the way we operated. Our 
way of operating had been 
the same since the year dot, 
which was not the best way 
anymore.”

Louise will be one of seven 
district governors in New 
Zealand, and she says the 
challenge facing them is one 
of making sure Lions remain 
relevant to the community 
they serve.

“If our community changes 
we have to change as well.”

Taking over as Louise’s 
deputies are two Lions who 
also have local connections. 
Megan England from the 
Eltham Club is vice-district 
governor with Stephen 
Barr as second vice-district 
governor. Stephen now 
farms in the Manawatu, but 
he grew up in Pihama, the 
son of Opunake identities 
Jim and Gabrielle Barr. 
He was also Head Boy at 
Opunake High School. 

Louise Knapman speaking at this year’s 202D District Convention.

Rubbish fi res are unhelpful 
to emergency services during 
the pandemic response – 
but such fi res are subject to 
restrictions and requirements 
in normal times as well, 
says the Taranaki Regional 
Council.

“It’s important for everyone 
at all times to understand 
and comply with measures 
required to protect the 
quality of Taranaki’s air,” 
says the Council’s Director-
Environment Quality, Fred 
McLay.

The Council’s restrictions 

and requirements vary 
according to location and 
circumstances:

Backyard rubbish fi res are 
completely banned on all 
properties under 5000 square 
metres in any suburb or 
township that has a regular 
rubbish collection. 

Those on larger urban 
properties must be 
considerate of others and 
avoid adverse effects if they 
want to burn rubbish.

The ban does not apply to 
outdoor fi res for cooking 
or heating, such as hāngī, 

barbecues or braziers. 
Burning of farm rubbish 

is permitted, but only under 
strict conditions. If they can’t 
be met, you must apply for a 
resource consent. Conditions 
include restrictions on what 
can be burned, its source, 
where and when it can be 

Check for catches before reaching for matches
burned, and management of 
environmental effects. 

If you need to burn 
farm vegetation, you can 
generally do so without 
resource consent, as long as 
smoke is minimised to avoid 
effects on other people, 
the environment, visibility, 

or traffi c. Otherwise you 
may have to take action to 
reduce the problem or stop 
the burning altogether, or 
you may need to apply for 
resource consent. 

Any burning of industrial 
waste, no matter where 
it takes place, requires a 

resource consent from the 
Taranaki Regional Council.

“All these requirements 
and restrictions are separate 
to and additional to any 
seasonal fi re restrictions or 
permit requirements imposed 
by Fire and Emergency NZ,” 
says Mr McLay. 

Check before lighting up.
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Winter is just around the corner!

It’s time to Heat your home!up

Open every day of the year from 5.30am till 8.30pm.
You can rely on us!

Supply & Installation - Commercial & Residential
Carpet - Vinyl - Cork - Parquet - Hydroproxy &

Safety Floors - Rebuild & Sub-floor preparations
Restretch - repairs - maintenance

MARTIN MUNDY N.Z.N.F.A.
Email: martinmundy@hotmail.com

Workshop 06 278 1494
Mobile 027 446 2494

24 Scott Street, Hawera

www.rockgastaranaki.co.nz

DP PLUMBING
Craftsman Plumber/ Drainlayer

Living locally in Okato
23 years experience

Competitive quotes and 
prompt service
Ph Duane on

06 752 4897 or 021 023 05021

Energy saving and safety in winter

There are simple ways 
to avoid wasting energy, 
according to EECA.

EECA spokesperson Dr 
Marcos Pelenur says it’s 
important to stay warm as 
the weather cools but it’s 
also important not to spend 
more money on energy bills 
than you need to.

Dr Pelenur says reducing 
unnecessary use of hot 
water will save you money 
and free up more cash for 
heating over the winter.

“For example use the cold 
water wash cycle when you 
wash clothes, unless you 
have an especially dirty 
load. Modern washing 
machines and detergents 

clean well using cold water. 
A hot water wash can use 10 
times more electricity than a 
cold wash.”

Cutting down the long 
showers will also save 
money, Dr Pelenur says.

“Reducing your shower 
time just a bit could save up 
to $900 a year for a family 
of four. A 15 minute shower 
costs about $1 - a 5 minute 
shower costs about 33c.”

If you own a dishwasher, 
wait until it’s full loaded to 
run it – and put it on ‘eco’ 
wash setting if available, Mr 
Pelenur says.

“And if you rinse dishes 
before loading the dishwater, 
use cold water,” Dr Pelenur 

says.
If your circumstances or 

energy use has changed, 
check you are still on the 
best power deal to suit your 
needs

Dry clothes outside or in a 
clothes dryer that is vented 
to the outside – avoid indoor 
airing racks or clothes dryers 
that vent into your house. 
The moisture in the clothes 
will end up in your home, 
making it damp.

Avoid unfl ued gas heaters 
which release toxic fumes 
and make your house damp. 
Cheap portable electric 
heaters are safer and cost 
less to run.

If you have a heated towel 
rail, only use it when needed. 
A heated towel rail left on 
24/7 can cost you $170 per 
year to run. You can buy 

timers for towel rails that 
come on automatically at 
certain times of the day.

If you have a second 
fridge you aren’t using, 
it could cost you $200 a 
year to run if it’s an old, 
ineffi cient model.

If you are working from 
home, you may not have 
the luxury of choosing 
where to site your work 
space, but if you can, use 
a small space that’s easy 
to heat on its own. Move 
your desk to a position that 
gets good natural light.

Switch to LED light 
bulbs.

Turn your computer, 
WiFi and other equipment 
off at the wall at night, or 
when not in use.

Delivered free around the Mountain 
every fortnight.

Ph: 06 761 7016

LET US CREATE THE
PERFECT LOOK FOR YOU

We do the lot:
  Doors    Windows   Security doors
  Conservatories

Check us out for all your aluminuim needs!

Paul Tofts, Manager
76 Portia St, Stratford

Ph: 06 765 0556         Fax: 06 765 0558
Mobile: 027 200 5556

paul@nebulitetaranaki.co.nz
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Winter is just around the corner!

It’s time to Heat your home!up

Sinclair Electrical & Refrigeration 
are your heat pump specialists

WE ARE LOOKING FOR WINNERS!
This is your chance to be in to win. 
We have two lots of $400 to win.* 

To be in with a chance you need to:
• Organise a FREE quote

• Order and have us install a Heat Pump in your home or business
Runs from May 4 - July 25, 2020

At 5pm on July 25 we will draw two customers and 
each will receive $400 cash

* T/Cs apply

SINCLAIR ELECTRICAL & REFRIGERATION
31 Tasman Street, Opunake
Phone: 06 761 8084

Contact us today

164 Princes Street, Hawera • www.houghtonsplumbing.co.nz A
U

-8
49

68
70

A
L

06 278 8883
info@houghtonsplumbing.co.nz

Bathrooms • Kitchens • Laundries • Wood Fires
Gas Hot Water & Heating • Waste Water Treatment

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial

The temperatures have 
fi nally come down. There’s 
that chill in the air and it’s 
time to start thinking about 
keeping the house warm.

“You can’t go past a heat 
pump if you are thinking 
about sorting the heat out,” 
Trish Anderson of Sinclair 
Electrical says. “It’s clean, 
effi cient and the best value 
for heating. We have them 
available as a wall unit of 
a fl oor console. We have 
different ones to suit.”

An electric blanket can 
keep the warmth in on long 
winter nights. They come 
easy to use with mattress 
protectors.

Or you could throw on an 
electric micro fl eece throw.

“These are cheaper to run 

than an electric heater. It’s 
like wrapping yourself up in 
an electric blanket, and can 
be used as an alternative to 
turning the heater on,” Trish 
says.

“We have a range of 
portable heating as well if it 
gets too cold and your throw 
is not cutting it.”

Finally when the weather 
gets cold, the inner person 
craves sustenance.

“If your crockpots are old 
and decrepit, and you’re in 
need of a new one, we can 
help you out,” Trish says. 
“There’s nothing nicer when 
you get home from work and 
it’s cold, than to have your 
crockpot full of soup and 
ready to go.”

Warming up with Sinclair Electrical

Trish and Debbie show us some wonderful winter products.

“If it wasn’t for the 
smoke alarms, we wouldn’t 
be here,” says Merv 
Clearwater of East Taieri 
whose house was severely 
damaged by fi re in the early 
hours of Tuesday morning.

As reported in the Otago 
Daily Times, Merv and 
his wife Jill Clearwater, 
were woken by their smoke 
alarms and discovered the 
fi re in the adjoining garage 
which then quickly spread 
into the roof.

The pair, along with 
their dog, managed to get 
out safely, but most of the 
house was either fi re or 
smoke damaged.

National Manager 
Community Readiness 
and Resilience Steve 
Turek says this is a timely 
reminder to make sure 
you have working smoke 

Smoke alarms save lives
alarms - press the button to 
check.

“To ensure you and 
your household get an 
early warning of fi re, we 
recommend you have a smoke 
alarm in your hallways, 
bedrooms and living areas.”

“As the fi re in East Taieri 
shows, they do save lives.

“It’s also vital to have a 
household escape plan so you 
can get out quickly and safely 
in the event of a fi re.

“If you haven’t already 
made one, take fi ve 
minutes to do so at www.
escapemyhouse.co.nz.”

Mr Turek says as we come 
into winter, there is an 
increased fi re risk as people 
start to light their fi replaces 
and bring their heaters and 
electric blankets to keep 
warm.

“Fire moves incredibly fast 

- a house fi re can kill within 
fi ve minutes. As the weather 
gets colder, don’t take any 
chances.

“Remember the heater 
metre rule and keep 
fl ammable materials at least 
one metre away from any 
heat sources. And it’s one 
heater or larger appliance per 
plug - no more.

“Make sure you check your 
electric blanket is in good 
working order before you use 
it and turn it off before you 
go to sleep.

If you have a fi replace, take 
precautions to ensure a fi re 
doesn’t spark or spread and 
make sure your chimneys 
and fl ues have been cleaned 
fi rst. Check with your local 
provider as tradespeople are 
allowed to work under Level 
3.

“Always use a fi reguard 

or spark-guard fi re and 
never throw rubbish into 
the fi replace - particularly 
batteries and aerosol cans.”

“When you’re done with 
the fi re, empty the ashes into 
a metal bin and pour water 
over them before disposal as 
they take up to fi ve days to 
cool down.”

“These fi re safety tips 
are even more important 
to remember this winter 
with New Zealanders 

spending more time at 
home and staying in their 

bubbles to stop the spread of 
COVID-19.”

Promote your business or event

Ph/Fax: 06 761 7016 - 23 Napier Street, Opunake
or e-mail us: ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

OPUNAKE & COASTAL

NEWS
SEND US YOUR SPORTS STORIES

AND PHOTOS!

in our area, call us on:



Promote your business or event in our area, call us on:
Ph/Fax: 06 761 7016 - 23 Napier Street, Opunake

or e-mail us: ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

WANT TO DO BUSINESS IN OUR AREA?

OPUNAKE & COASTAL

NEWS

Opunake and Coastal News is distributed free to every
home & business within the rural area, bounded in the
north by the New Plymouth city border, extending east
to Egmont Village and around to the edge of Stratford,

south to Hawera city border and inland to Kaponga & Eltham.
We want to be involved with your business. 

Call today and discuss your marketing options with us.

Talk to us
today!

http://biznessimpressions.com/opunakeandcoastalnews 
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Winter is just around the corner!

It’s time to Heat your home!up
 One methods of heating 

your home is the unfl ued 
gas heater (natural gas 
or LPG). Frankly, these 
heaters (and portable 
gas heaters) should be 
avoided for many reasons, 
including danger and cost. 
If you have such heaters 
put them aside and don’t 
use them again. Let’s take 
a look at them.

Firstly, they are expensive 
to run compared with most 
alternatives, although some 
open fi res are on a par.

It is essential to always 
have a window open when 
using such a heater, as toxic 
gases and water vapour are 
released. This means that 
30% of the heat produced 
will be lost through the 
window.

Houses relying on this 
type of heating run the risk 

we �x windows and doors

Call free anytime 0800 37 37 10
www.exceed.co.nz

Window handles, seals, hinges & stays • Security locks for windows & doors
Sliding and bi-fold door rollers, locks & handles • Retractable insect screens 

Local family business servicing Coastal Taranaki

ARE YOUR WINDOWS DRAUGHTY?

To be avoided for many reasons: unfl ued gas heaters
of being damp and mouldy.

The heaters are a fi re 
risk when compared with 
virtually all other methods.

If a draft blows out the 
fl ames the house can fi ll with 
toxic gases such as carbon 
monoxide. This is especially 
a risk if elderly or young 
children are in the house, 
as the consequences can be 
fatal.

One anecdotal case 
involved an elderly lady. 
On two different occasions 
visitors called to fi nd the 
house full of gas and the lady 
was unaware of the situation. 
It was most opportune that 
visitors called by at these 
two occasions before too 
much time had elapsed.

Hopefully, these dangerous 
kinds of heaters will be 
outlawed soon and their 
metal component recycled.

WE HAVE A LARGE RANGE OF OF LOG FIRES WHICH WE CAN SUPPLY AND INSTALL:

SAVVYGAS ARE NOW 
THE PROUD NEW OWNERS OF 

PENNIALL & JORDAN IN STRATFORD

191 Broadway, Stratford
Ph: 0800 765 533

All your Plumbing, Gas Fitting, Drainage, Roofing and Home heating needs
SERVICING TARANAKI WIDE

Showroom opening hours Monday to Friday 8.30 to 4.30

These are dangerous heaters in our homes.

Its getting colder. Photo Staci Holmes
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Wanting a warmer healthier 
home? 

CALL INSULMAX!
18-month interest free and deferred

Insulmax is the perfect solution to the winter blues.  
Like a warm cosy blanket surrounding your home 

the results are almost immediate.  
The fuss free insulation has a 50-year guarantee.
Insulmax gives you not only peace of mind but a 

warm and healthy dry home.  

Insulmax won’t take on moisture and is fireproof.

Love your home by installing Insulmax and your 
home will love you back by keeping you warm, dry 

and cosy for years to come.

NEW ZEALAND’S FIRST 
CODEMARK CERTIFIED 

RETROFIT WALL 
INSULATION METHOD

Wall Insulation - 
Without 

Renovation

Please call us for a free quote:
Roy 0275031293 or 
Vikki 0272945966

Photo Staci Holmes
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Ben Gibson and James Scott from Gibson Plumbing.

Winter is just around the corner!

It’s time to Heat your home!up

Gibson Plumbing has been 
operating in Opunake and 
outlying areas for over 60 
years. David’’s

Dad (Wyn) arrived here in 
the 1950s and operated his 
business until he lured his 
son David from his

farming job in Matamata 
to assist him and learn the 
trade. That was 45 years ago.

After completing his 
apprenticeship, David 
and wife Ann bought the 
business, and today, with 
the able assistance of their 

gibsonplumbing
LTD.

Plus! Roofing, Wood Fires and 
other Hea�ng Solu�ons

CERTIFIED
Plumbing, Gasfi�ng and 

Drain Laying

gibson.plumbing@xtra.co.nz
06 761 8757     027 445 7164319 Devon St East, Strandon, NP | 06 758 9187

5 Glover Rd, Hawera | 06 278 7126
admin@cwrltd.co.nz

Insulate your 
home with 
new carpet 

and underlay, 
or new vinyl.

Great prices from: 

Gibson Plumbers Ltd Opunake

performance and safety.
Due to the many facets of 

the trade, ( i.e. plumbing, 
gasfi tting, drainlaying and 
roofi ng) the plumbers

are always busy with 
various different tasks each 
day, along with after-hours 
callouts.

Thanks to our loyal 
customers, who enable us 
to continue the service we 
provide, we should be able

to continue to keep 
Opunake and surrounds in 
A1 condition

son Ben and James Scott 
are still servicing the coast. 
Incidentally James’s dad, 
the late Keith was one of 
David’s several apprentices.

As winter nears, most 
peoples’ main concerns are 
methods of staying warm 
and dry. Roofs

become the number one 
concern, as are ways to heat 
the house -be it by solid fuel 
or gas, all of which require

checking and servicing 
(e.g.chimneys cleaned 
etc) to ensure maximum 

Winter is coming with the threat of draughts that will make 
your home feel cold. Some simple home maintenance can 
improve the comfort of your home and reduce your heating 
bill, according to EECA ENERGYWISE.

Well-installed insulation makes a big difference to your 
comfort in winter. If your insulation was installed some 
time ago, get it checked to make sure it’s still doing the job. 
If tradesmen have been in the roof space, they may have 
moved the insulation – gaps may halve the effectiveness of 
the insulation.

If you don’t have insulation, you may be able to add the 
cost of insulation to your rates from $9.00 a week – talk 
to your council. Low-income rental properties may also 
be eligible for a grant under the Warm Up New Zealand: 
Healthy Homes programme.

Check if hinges and catches are loose and tighten them 
up with a screw driver. Weather stripping, which you can 
buy cheaply from hardware stores, can be used to seal gaps 
around many doors or windows – it’s an easy job. If you 
get draughts from around door or window trims, seal behind 
them with clear or paintable sealant.

Unused fi re places are a really easy fi x. Block the chimney 
with a rubbish bag fi lled with shredded newspapers. Make 
sure no one tries to light the fi re after you block the chimney.

Older style recessed downlights let large amounts of heat 
escape into your roof space. The only solution is to replace 
old style downlights with modern, sealed IC or IC-F rated 
LED downlights that can be insulated over.

Cutting your 
heating bill
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EFFLUENT & WATER
021 289 5999 ANTON
www.flexitanksnz.com

HOME KILL MEAT PROCESSING
*  Beef  *  Pork  *  Sheep
Now doing Bacon and Ham

37 Warwick Road, Stratford
Ph Colin 027 476 4302 or AH 06 765 5937

027 384 4822

NEED CALF BEDDING?
Small Truck loads or Large. 

Truck & Trailer unit available.
Sawdust, Raw Bark, Dry 

Shavings, Wood-chip, 
Post-Peeling & Conventional 

Barley Straw.

DON’T ACCEPT A LIFT FROM A 
STRANGER!

Our Hiab truck is always available to 
give you a lift.

Truck and trailer for general cartage. 
Hay available size 15s - solid clean bales. 

Lucerne small square hay available, Local silage 
bales available. Maize silage mid-April harvest.

Rusty 027 280 0743

www.campbellcontracting.nz

office.campbellcontracting@gmail.com

DairyNZ wants people 
who have lost jobs due to 
COVID-19 know there is 
plenty of work on dairy 
farms, especially in Waikato, 
Canterbury, Otago and 
Southland – and that they 
might well earn more than in 
their previous role. 

With the national 
unemployment rate forecast 
to rise sharply due to 
COVID-19, DairyNZ is 
encouraging people to 
consider work on dairy 
farms in a new Go Dairy 
campaign that also includes 
entry level training to help 
their transition to farming. 

Immediately, there are 
1,000 jobs up for grabs on 
dairy farms, says DairyNZ’s 
chief executive Dr Tim 
Mackle. “For people who’re 
looking for work and like the 
idea of caring for animals 
and the environment, there 
are lots of jobs – and career 
progression opportunities.” 

While the Go Dairy 
career changers campaign, 
which is supported by 
Federated Farmers, aims to 
create awareness of the job 
opportunities, there is a big 
emphasis on ensuring new 
staff understand what is 
involved in farm life.

“We want a win-win 
situation – for new dairy 
farming employees to be 
happy and fulfi lled in their 
new lifestyle and jobs, and 
for farm employers to have 
great talent working for 
them,” Dr Mackle says. 

He adds that dairy also 
pays one of the highest 
average wages of all the 
primary sectors.

“For the most part, we’re 
anticipating interested 
people will be from the 
regions where there are big 
job losses in tourism and 
hospitality – and where there 
is dairying close by.

“An example is the dairy 
heartland of Waikato, 
which is also home to the 
Hobbiton and Waitomo 
Caves attractions, and the 
neighbouring Rotorua area, 
where there have been job 
losses, both direct and in the 
local support businesses.” 

 
Other dairy farming 

regions where there have 
been signifi cant job losses 
include the South Island, 

Jobs aplenty for COVID unemployed

in particular in Canterbury, 
Otago and Southland.

 Dr Mackle says while new 
entrants to dairy farming 
would start off in the more 
junior roles, they can 
anticipate a rewarding career 
pathway.

“Even though they are new 
to farming, many people 
already have skills that are 
readily transferrable and 
valued on dairy farms,” he 
says. 

“This is because dairy 
farming these days is quite 
diverse and there are many 
roles, from doing the farm 
books, to working with 
machinery, working with 
animals, and managing 
staff, and making full use of 
technology along the way.

“Skills from previous 

work – and a determination 
to give their best – will 
see people new to farming 
quickly progress from a 
farm assistant position to 
herd manager and then other 
management roles, and even 
ownership later on.”  

Dr Mackle adds that 
dairy is ever-present in the 
daily lives of most Kiwis, 
providing nutritious and 
tasty food, and it has also 
long been the engine room of 
the New Zealand economy. 

Dairy is projected to earn 
the country $19.2 billion 
in export revenues in the 
fi nancial year ending on 
June 30. This translates to 
an estimated total of $43 
billion in economic activity 
as a result of dairy being 
strongly intertwined with the 

rest of the economy through 
jobs, direct and indirect, 
and through the purchase of 
goods and services, both in 
the farming and non-farming 
sectors. 

He says Kiwi farmers are 
also regarded as the best in 
the world for pasture-based 
farming, as well as their care 
for animals and their land.

“Across the sector, they 
make good bosses too. 
They are well-supported by 
DairyNZ, Federated Farmers 
and others with employment 
advice and other guidance.

Current statistics show of 
the 48,000 people employed 
in the dairy sector, 34,000 
are working on dairy farms – 
the remainder in processing 
and support operations.

Dr Mackle says opening 

the door to new people will 
also help fi ll the gap this 
coming season that farm 
employers have in the recent 
years of low unemployment 
fi lled with new migrant staff, 
who are now impacted by 
border restrictions. 

He confi rms DairyNZ 
is among those in the 
rural sector working with 
Government to ensure the 
4,500 migrant staff already 
living in New Zealand and 
working in farm teams can 
have existing visas extended. 

“Even with all the current 
migrant dairy staff being 
retained, there is still the 
shortfall of at least 1,000 
employees for the new dairy 
season that starts in just three 
weeks,” says Dr Mackle.

“Indeed, ensuring farm 
employers can keep all their 
experienced staff, including 
these migrant staff, will 
assist them in training new 
recruits coming in from other 
sectors, and successfully 
settling them into their new 
farming lives.” 

Young farmer Thomas Orlowski tending to the milking on a Waikato dairy farm. He 
encourages anyone looking for a new career to consider dairying. “It’s a wonderful 
lifestyle – you’re out in the fresh air surrounded by wonderful animals and people’.  
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Upcoming Gypsy Day 
presents a risk of Covid-19 
transmission in the farming 
community that needs to 
be actively managed, says 
Taranaki Civil Defence. 

“Gypsy, or Moving Day, 
is a date when dairy farm 
workers, contractors, 
sharemilkers and herds 
traditionally move farms,” 
says Taranaki Civil Defence 
Controller Craig Campbell-
Smart. 

“At this stage, we don’t 
know what the alert level 
will be on Gypsy Day on 1 

Plan now to manage Gypsy Day 
June or what level of inter-
regional travel there will be. 
While numbers trend down 
and alert level reviewed, any 
new cases could reverse this.

“For these reasons, we are 
urging Taranaki’s farming 
community to plan ahead 
and take practical steps to 
minimise unnecessary transit 
and risk of transmission. 
These could include 
minimising the number 
of people you come into 
contact with and taking note 
of those you do, minimising 
any unnecessary travel, and 

making sure you’re working 
together to look after each 
other.

“Dairy industry leaders 
including DairyNZ, 
Federated Farmers, FMG, 
Fonterra and Ministry of 
Primary Industries have 
developed guidelines to 
minimise the risks and 
negative impacts. Those 
anticipating a move on 1 
June are advised to keep 
up to date with those 
organisations’ websites. 

“We also know that Gypsy 
Day puts a lot of pressure on 

our rural businesses, workers, 
families and communities, 
and COVID-19 poses 
heightened challenges and 
complications.”

C a m p b e l l - S m a r t ’ s 

advice is to keep talking to 
neighbours, partners and 
family, and friends and to 
be open about the challenges 
we are facing.

“There’s no barrier to 

picking up the phone and 
talking through what’s going 
on, and some great online 
tools available to help,” he 
says. 

OSFLO Print Advert Concept – Stratford Press
- 90mm x 254mm

0800 222 707
21 Paraite Road, Bell Block, New Plymouth 
PO Box 7021, New Plymouth 4341

BHL has a full range of proven calf meals and 
milk powder at very competitive pricing.

Ring for details: Peter Steele 027 206 7540
Rob Topless 027 247 1658 | Office 0800 222 707

Calf Meal

Since 2010, the Agri-
Women’s Development 
Trust has helped more than 
4,000 women lead change 
in their farms, communities, 
careers and businesses. 
And that focus has only 
accelerated during the 
COVID-19 challenges for 
New Zealand and globally. 

Chair, Linda Cooper, 
said the Trust’s work in 
empowering women to 
accelerate progress and 
change in the primary sector 
and rural communities “has 
never been more critical 
than now as we face a new 
world post the emergence of 
COVID-19. 

“All of our unique 
development programmes 
have a face-to-face 
component and the lockdown 
called for a review of every 
course so we could continue 
to connect with, support and 
empower women through a 
challenging time.” 

“We knew there would 
be an increased need for 
our programmes within the 
sector and also from new 
people who will be attracted 
to enter agribusiness as 
a result of the enhanced 
recognition of its importance 
to New Zealand’s health and 
prosperity.” 

Linda Cooper said 
all programmes either 
continued to run, were 
postponed until a later date 
or set up for online delivery. 

“The response of 
participants has been 
amazing, reaffirming the 
demand for what we do and 
the impact our programmes 
have for women on farm 
and in the value chain. 
All participants have been 
supportive and want to 
continue their development. 

“Based on Government 
advice and health guidelines 

we will look to revert to 
face-to-face delivery when it 
is considered safe and when 
our participants feel safe to 
do this as the connection and 
networking elements of our 
programmes are vital. Many 
of our programmes have 
online content already and 
this will continue after Alert 
Levels are over. 

“Like most people-facing 
organisations our priority, 
over the past six weeks and 
as we move into the future, 
is the personal safety of our 
staff, course facilitators and 
participants. 

“Throughout the lockdown, 
we’ve been in fortnightly 
contact with our partners, 
participants, facilitators and 
suppliers to ensure they are 
aware of our plans. 

“We have a group of 25 
amazing facilitators situated 
all around New Zealand 
and it has been important 
to gauge how they, and our 
participants, feel about face 
to face contact as we move 
through the Alert Levels.” 

Linda Cooper said the Trust 
had developed and supported 
the growth of national and 
regional networks across the 
primary sector. 

“Quite often, our women 

live and work in relative 
isolation and a valued 
outcome of participation in 
our programmes has been 
friendships and networks 
which extend into normal 
daily life. This supports 
high-impact, diverse 
networks of women across 
the primary sector and it’s 
fair to say those networks 
are probably stronger now 
than they’ve ever been.” 

In closing, Linda Cooper 
said the profile and role of 
New Zealand’s primary 
producers has never been 
more important. 

“Our team is in daily contact 
with women who work in 
all facets of this country’s 
agribusiness sector and 
we’re constantly struck by 
the resilience, determination 
and focus of our food 
producers to maintain and 
increase its contribution to 
New Zealand’s health and 
economy.” 

 The Agri-Women’s 
Development Trust 
(AWDT) was established in 
2010 to empower women 
to accelerate progress and 
change in New Zealand’s 
primary sector and rural 
communities. 

Women critical to 
primary sector change 

Linda Cooper.
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WOOD CHIP & CHIPPER FINES

Nolan Rd, Hawera
Ph: 06 274 8671

 

 

 

SERVICES WE ARE PROVIDING THIS WINTER

ENQUIRE ABOUT SAND FOR CALF BEDDING
We have a big stock pile of sand and have been supplying calf sheds around the district for this 

seasons Autumn calving  farms and the feedback is awesome. Enquire if you would like to visit a 
calf shed with sand .

o�fice@campbellcontracting.gmail.com

HIAB TRUCK  • TRUCK & TRAILER  •  METAL  •   PK  •   CALF BEDDING & STRAW  •   CARTAGE & RACE 
MAINTENANCE  •  NEW GRASS  •  DRAIN DIGGER WORK  •  SCRUB & FORESTRY REHAB BACK TO 

GRASS  •  GROUND MULCHER & HEDGE MULCHING  •  JCB 15 TON LOADER  •  4M3 BUCKET  •  4M RAKE

www.campbellcontracting.nzRusty 027 280 0743

For all your
Livestock requirements

Servicing the Coast

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK

Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167

Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511

Good stewardship of the 
land

The rise of Extinction 
Rebellion, non-violent 
protest and activism 
focusing on  deleterious 
industrial enterprise, has 
given pause for thought and 
refl ection on how and why 
we do things the way we do 
with business that interacts 
with the environment.

Greta Thunberg’s 
passionate plea to counter 
arrogance and” denialism 
regarding fossil fuel 
emissions has been pushed 
to the fore during 20 I 
9, with school students 
demonstrating their alarm, 
and frustration with 
policymakers inaction.

Globally, reaction against 
ecocidal environmental 
degradation has now 
eclipsed anti-war and anti-
apartheid demonstrations 
of the 1960’s and 1970’s. 
The students realise the 
mess the industrialists errors 
have spawned is a legacy of 
fi nancial expediency and, 
commercial consideration 
produced, and they don’t like 
the fact that the irreparable 
damage creating accelerating 
mass extinction of essential 
life-support systems 
continues with little more 
than lip-service (platitudes) 
from the culprits and their 
mass media and political 
sycophants. Irresponsible 
political decision and policy 
formulation has failed to 
rein in ‘corporate cowboys’ 
and the outliers of global 
custodianship of the fossil 
fuel industry, and also 
among food producers.

We have witnessed 
foot-dragging regarding 
independent research in 
both fi elds of safe energy, 
and food production. 
Nondisclosure clauses and 
gag orders constraining 
whistle-blowers articulating 
their concerns, in both 
fi elds, has delayed remedial 
steps, and the catch-cry of 

‘uncertainty’ has quelled 
concerns of the poorly 
informed general public in the 
rich countries particularly. 
Neoliberal economic theory 
has compounded disaster 
associated with these two 
areas of crisis. Such time 
wasting has driven the 
glaring catastrophe of 
mass extinction of crucial 
biodiversity Greta Thunberg 
and Extinction Rebellion 
recogn~se, galvanising 
resolve to see progress 
towards alleviation fmally 
occur.

Making up for lost 
time will see closure of 
coal-fi red power stations 
accelerate, and alternative 
zero-emission fuel sources 
for heating and transport 
replace petroleum in the 
near future. Likewise, we 
can expect to see farmers 
globally turn away from 
the catastrophic effects of’ 
chemical agriculture’ and 
quickly and effi ciently return 
to traditional knowledge 
of food production largely 
abandoned since the early 
part of the twentieth century. 

The ‘post-modern’ food 
producers concur with 
the Extinction Rebellion 
activists, realising that 
pesticides, herbicides, and 
other groups of chemicals 
used in farming are an 
aberration, a symptom of 
a fundamental fl aw with 
‘Modern Agriculture’, 
strenuously warned about 
by Rachel Carson (Silent 
Spring), and Dr Michael 
Blake in his work a little 
later he published in the 
1960’s also.

Curiously, there exists a 
common factor with the 
fossil fuel industry which 
has spawned climate 
change, and Modem 
Agriculture which gave 
rise to a massive increase 
in non-communicable 
disease especially, and that 
is the deleterious overuse 
of synthetic nitrogenous 
fertiliser created with large 
amounts of petroleum 
product. Farmers were 
beguiled by this dangerous 
product, which, in the initial 

stages of usage appeared 
to have advantageous 
features. However, before 
too long the misadventure 
drove symptoms Dr Blake 
warned about, essentially 
soil acidifi cation and 
mineral depletion. This 
was dubiously countered 
by the rise in the use of 
supplementary feed, and 
veterinary chemicals 
(especially antibiotics) 
for diseases increasingly 
affl icting the livestock. For 
soil-borne pests and crop 
diseases, the pesticide and 
herbicide industry rose to 
prominence as an illusory 
benefi cial practice, Rachel 
Carson vehemently warned 
about, as pollinating insects 
(bees especially) became 
imperilled as (collateral 
datnage’.

Farmers had become to 
be at war with the farmed 
environment, as consumers 
paidthe price with declining 
health. The pharmaceutical 
industry had found the 
constant rise of resistant 

micro-organisms was 
frustrating, as increasingly 
ineffectual in both the 
veterinary fi eld, and with 
the human health condition, 
similarly in escalating 
decline.

Commercial imperatives 
drove inertia, and 
suppression added to media 
subservience which had the 
effect of restraining progress 
by farmers themselves 
turning back to traditions 
and time-honoured 
methodologies of food

production.

Extinction Rebellion 
appears to have re-focused 
attention back onto the 
fundamental fl aws of both 
unsustainable fossil fuel 
use, and the deleterious 
impacts of chemical 
agriculture. This will herald 
for farmers and consumers 
alike, the revival of health 
care by prevention of 
disorders which ecologically 
sustainable agriculture 
(ESA) promised, and which 
was for too long repressed. 
A return to prosperiry1 
as well as self-esteem for 
the farmers adopting ESA 
will quickly tum the tables 
on the structurally fl awed 
dead-end modem agriculture 
aberration, a cause for great 
celebration.

Renewable energy systems 
appear now to be of prime 
focus for research and  

Revival of Natural Farming-the looming compulsion
development, although 
the irreversible nature of 
damage  to the atmosphere 
and oceans is sinister, and 
cause for far  less rejoicing 
as the Antarctic ice-sheets 
cascade imminently into 
the ocean. This will see a 
massive rise in the rate of 
sea level rise inundating 
coastal low-landa, creatirig 
alarming population re-
location issues. The ocean 
acidifi cation matter is 
equally alarming, also 
irreversibly imperilling 
calciferous ocean life-fonns 
from phytoplankton -to 
lobsters. The curse of fossil 
fuel industries holds far 
less cause for celebration, 
even if Hydrogen Fuel Cell 
technology and solar power 
were suddenly adopted. ‘· ;

In both cases of  hurnan 
folly the twentieth century 
spawned, the results of 
avoiding the warnings 
of whistle-blowers have 
been calamitous. Future 
generations will judge 
harshly the  deniers’ of 
catastrophe fossil fuel 
industries ill-effects of 
climate change, mass 
extinction, and mortal 
affl iction humanity had to 
bear due to head in the sand’ 
attitudes the media, research 
and academia spinelessly 
foisted on us all.

Geoff Downey

Geoff Downey.
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Untreated ground up waste wood
Raw material stockpiled then ground to order

Delivered to your farm
10m3 truck loads
65m3 truck loads

Value Farm Sheds
Value Building Supplies farm buildings are constructed from quality 

materials that last, at prices you can afford.

Home and Hardware

Visit our website for full specs: 
www.valuebuilding.co.nz

1 KATERE RD, NEW PLYMOUTH  PHONE: 06 759 7435 

JAMES ST, INGLEWOOD  PHONE: 0800 245 535

06 758 2274 NP or 06 278 5119 Hawera
www.transag.co.nz

South Taranaki: Raymond - 027 444 8861
North Taranaki: Paul  - 027 498 7277

Bale Feeders available now.
Call us for your Farm Machinary needs 

Taranaki Rugby Chief 
Executive Laurence Corlett 
has said “appropriate 
measures, that meet 
the Ministry of Health 
guidelines, need to be 
clarifi ed and consistent 
across all clubs nationwide. 
These include the 
responsibility of clubs and 
schools, hygiene, contact 
tracing protocols, crowd 
management and health and 
safety plans. 

“We really appreciate the 
patience shown by all of 
our clubs and stakeholders 
during this fast changing 
situation. We are unlikely to 
have any rugby for at least 
another two weeks, and we 
will continue to update clubs 
and stakeholders as new 

information comes to hand.
Given there is still a risk 

of the virus spreading in 
our community, we want 
to make sure we have 
everything in place to avoid a 
cluster. New Zealand Rugby 
and Sport New Zealand are 
working with the Ministry 
to ensure the safety of our 
players, coaches, referees 
and volunteers is looked 
after – which is our priority”.

All Taranaki Rugby Chairs 
are meeting weekly via 
zoom to be updated on any 
developments and discuss 
scenarios for a return to 
play.  The Coastal Rugby 
committee have also met via 
zoom and agreed to continue 
to keep in touch and react as 
updates are received.

Working towards getting rugby back on the fi eld

As this is the Coastal 
Rugby Club’s 25th Jubilee 
year, which we will 
celebrate in due course, 
we are looking through the 
photos of the Opunake, 
Rahotu and Okato Rugby 
Club photos. In the last 
issue we showcased the 

1984 Opunake Senior 1st 
team, and this edition we 
have the 1983 Rahotu Senior 
2nd Team.

Janet Fleming
Coastal Rugby Club Chair

Manaia Golf Club
Saturday Men. 1. Sam 

Jones. 2. Caleb Symes. 3. 
Jamie Johnston. 4. Ethan 
Jones. 5. Neil Scown.

Juniors. 1. Joe Gibson. 
2. Lucas Symes. 3. Jaden 

Manaia Golf results
Siciliano and Kieran Taylor.  
1. Oliva Symes. 2. Carter 
Symes. 3. Katie King. 1. 
Payton Siciliano. 2. Luke 
Norris. 3. Hannah Symes. 
1. Jahkoda Smith. 2. Jack 
Gargan.

Rahotu Senior Second team 1983.

The next issue of the Opunake and Coastal 
News comes out on Thursday June 4. Ph 
(06)761-7016 to advertise.

More time needed for Taranaki rugby
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For compe��ve pricing on all your rural cartage 

requirements - Give us a call today!

Taranaki wide

Phone 0800 707 404www.corkillsystems.co.nz

5 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE
FREEPHONE: 0800 107 006 PH: 06 761 7531 - FAX 06 761 7336

Check out our new website

5 TASMAN ST5 TASMAN ST5 T , OPUNAKEASMAN ST, OPUNAKEASMAN ST

www
Check out our new website

Silent Diesel and Industrial 
Tractor Mount Generators

For Dairy Sheds, Houses, Pump Sheds and 
Commercial Sites

Sizes to suit all situations
A full range of cabling and outlet options to suit your 

personal requirements 

Tractor Mounts Features:
• Supplied with weather

proof cover
• Dials facing cab (one 

man operation)
• Heavy Duty Driveshaft
• Heavy Duty Construction
• 1000RPM Direct PTO

Driven (no gearbox or 
belts)

• Backup and Repair
Service for all Generators

Hockey New Zealand 
say recent government 
announcements and 
clarifi cations from Sport 
New Zealand have allowed 
them to undertake further 
planning around the return 
to community hockey.

“We understand the desire 
for getting back on the turf 
and rest assured we are 
working hard to ensure this 
can happen however it needs 
to occur in a managed way 
that prioritises the safety of 
our community,” Hockey 
New Zealand said in a 
statement released last week. 
“We do not want hockey 
to be the reason we go 
backwards on alert levels.”

“The return to hockey will 
take a three-phase approach, 
the three phases are ‘Get 
Ready to Train’, ‘Prepare to 
Play’ and ‘Return to Play.

The Get Ready to Train 
phase came into effect on 
May 12.’.

The state of play on community hockey

“Associations will only 
be able to move into the 
Prepare to Play phase once 
all health and safety and 
contact tracing measures 
have been put in place. 

“This phase is essential 
for our community as it will 
allow our participants to get 
back into the sport without 
rushing into a competition. 
During this phase, the 
needs of our participants 

are a priority ensuring they 
have a chance to prepare 
for competition, therefore, 
reducing the risk of future 
injury.

It also allows our 
Associations an opportunity 
to implement all necessary 
procedures for hockey to 
happen safely. It is unlikely 
all hockey will commence 
at the same time across the 
country. The current rules 

around the mass gathering 
restrictions of no more than 
10 must be adhered to during 
this phase.”

“Competitive hockey is 
likely to start at different 
times across the country 
depending on complexity and 
preparedness. Additionally, 
different forms of hockey 
i.e. Senior and Junior hockey 
may have staggered starts to 

ensure a smooth and quality 
experience is provided. 
Having a graduated return 
to play will be important 
to minimize the risk of 
injury i.e. no doubleheader 
weekends early in the return 
to play time period.

“We understand that 
not all hockey facilities 

are administered by your 
Association. If people 
are able to adhere to the 
government restrictions 
around less than 10 people 
gatherings as well as health 
and safety and contact tracing 
measures, then it is up to the 
owner of these facilities to 
decide if trainings following 
the protocols can occur.”

Hockey plays the waiting game.

 Taranaki Rugby is urging 
clubs and stakeholders to 
stay patient until concrete 
plans are made  for the start 
of rugby..  

  Taranaki Rugby Chief 
Executive Laurence Corlett 
said appropriate measures, 

that meet the Ministry of 
Health guidelines, need to 
be clarifi ed and consistent 
across all clubs nationwide. 
“We really appreciate the 
patience shown by all of 
our clubs and stakeholders 
during this fast-changing 

situation. 
“New Zealand Rugby 

and Sport New Zealand are 
working with the Ministry 
to ensure the safety of our 
players, coaches, referees 
and volunteers is looked 
after – which is our priority,” 

 In the meantime, players 
can train at the gym, with 
restrictions in place, but there 
are to be no club trainings 
nationwide until at least May 
25 when the Government 
announces any changes to 
Level 2 restrictions

More time needed for Taranaki rugby
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Mountain
Bike, Kayak

and
Paddle Board

Hire
Fun to share with
friends and family

8.30am to 4pm

CHADDY’S
CHARTERS

Ph: 06 758 9133

Taranaki artists showcased in window gallery project
The Govett-Brewster Art 

Gallery/Len Lye Centre has 
teamed up with the Taranaki 
Arts Trail to bring art home 
to the public and support 
local artists during the 
lockdown. 

The NPDC-run Gallery 
has invited Taranaki artists 
to turn their own windows 
into galleries to not only 

and will share the window 
galleries as they are created. 

So far artists such as 
Milarky, Ché, Joni Murphy 
(North Taranaki Arts 
Society) and Viv Davy, have 
taken part, sharing both their 
artworks and how they are 

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS 

HERE
Call our advertising team on 

06 761 7016 
and get a 16.3% discount off our 

normal rates * 
*When you commit to an ad this size in each issue for 12 

months and quote this number: 1807122

FOR ADVERTISING THAT WORKS!
Delivered free to rural Taranaki homes fortnightly | Available at newstands 

in Opunake, New Plymouth, Waitara, Stratford,  Hawera and Inglewood.

bring art to their streets 
but also online, so that 
audiences can continue 
to see new exhibitions in 
their neighbourhoods or 
online during the Covid-19 
emergency.�

The Gallery will launch 
a new theme via Instagram 
every Thursday – based on 
a letter of the alphabet - 

using their creative practices 
to respond to the current 
situation.  

 “It’s an opportunity for 
both the Govett-Brewster 
and the Taranaki Arts Trail 
to bring art home to everyone 
and for audiences to get to 

know the thriving local arts 
scene here in Taranaki,” 
says co-directors Aileen 
Burns and Johan Lundh. “It 
also ties in nicely with our 
own ‘Open Window’ series 
which has been bringing art 
to the street for more than a 

decade.”
Artist Milarky hailed the 

window gallery project. 
“During an era where 
access to direct artwork in 
galleries is not allowed, 
the Studio Window project 
encourages the interception 
of artist current work with 
real world delivery.”

The Gallery has been 
fi nding ways of bringing 
fresh art and cultural 
content online, while it 
has remained temporarily 
closed, in response 
to current lockdown 
measures. 

Its weekly online Family 
Art Toi Ma Te Whanau, 
which has been bringing 
online activities that can be 
done at home, has caught 
the attention of Creative 
NZ and its Thankful for 
Art Campaign, while its 
‘Art of’ series, aims to 
marry different art forms 
with visual artworks, with 
the recent Art of Poetry 
being supported by Pop-
Up Poetry Taranaki, to 
invite audiences to respond 
to artworks with their own 
poems.

It also recently launched 
a Community Film 
Project, inviting audiences 
to submit a short fi lm, 
capturing one day of life 
in their bubble – it’s free to 
enter and open to all ages.

 

A is for Absence by Taranaki artist Milarky
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Opunake Pharmacy 06 761 8144 and Opunake Medical Centre are open at all levels
Please do make contact with a service if you need something. Please phone first.
Flu shots are available from the Medical Centre now call 06 761 7324
Coastal Printers Open Wednesdays and Fridays or phone/email orders - 027 325 8796 or 
cavco@xtra.co.nz
Plunket: Marlene 027 218 8214 and also Plunketline is available 24/7 on 0800 933 922
New Plymouth Physio Tuesdays and Thursdays 8.30 - 5.00 pm - call 06 757 8800
Te Ara Pae Trust - Gwenyth counselling starts Thursday 28th May - Ph: 06 278 6399
Leonie Landsheer – Counselling working from home 027 559 0982
Taylor Dental Starting Thursday 21st May - call 06 759 1047
Foodbank Monday to Friday, 9am - 4pm.  Call first on 06 761 8488
Hawera Budget Advice Phone 0800 333 048
Lisa Keen Audiology Starting Wednesday 20th May - Phone 0800 555 676
Taranaki Podiatry is available via phone for any urgent concerns and troubleshooting - 
phone 021 753 472
Taranaki Osteopath Starting Tuesday 19th May - Phone 022 353 9081

Haumaru ki Tai
Health and Community Centre
Delivering essential community
health and social services now
and into the future.... 

CONTACT ARETHA LEMON
Facility Manager on 06 761 8488

or		visit		us		at		www.coastalcare.co.nz

LEVEL 2 CONTACT INFORMATION

Mountain
Bike, Kayak

and
Paddle Board

Hire
Fun to share with
friends and family

8.30am to 4pm

CHADDY’S
CHARTERS

Ph: 06 758 9133

 

Sunday March 15th

Our Garden, gallery and shop 
are open Sat & Sun 10am-5pm.

Our Market Days will resume soon.

Okato Districts Historical Society
Re-opening to public at 
10 am to 12pm on the 

3rd June 2020. 

Community Trust Hall
47 Cumming St, Okato.

 Enquries  to Meg Cardiff 
Ph 06 752 4566

INCALF DAIRY COW, HEIFER & 
RISING YEARLING SALE

Taranaki Livestock Centre
Monday 25th May 11.30am Start

20x F/X I/C hfrs
28 x FRSN & F/X I/C Holdover cows BW139

PW180 DTC 15/07/20
40 x FRSN, F/X & J/X budget I/C cows

16 x F/X rising 1yr hfrs 2 lines BW186 PW200 & 
BW125 PW140

Further Entries Welcome

Contact Grant Hobbs 027 477 7406
Bryan Goodin 027 531 8511

Tim Hurley 027 445 1167
John Preece 027 702 9988 

   
The buildings have been 

closed during the lockdown 
but NPDC services have 
never been busier and have 
been open 24/7.

Puke Ariki has had book 
lovers covered, lending 
out more than 12,600 
eBooks and eAudiobooks 
in April, up from 8,800 
in March and about 7,000 
in February.  Catering 
for younger readers, the 
l i b r a r y ’ s  B o r r o w B o x 

O k a t o  a n d  D i s t r i c t s 
Historical Society are re-
opening the History Room 
situated in the Community 
T r u s t  b u i l d i n g  a t  4 7 
Cumming Street in Okato 
on Wednesday June 3.

An idea was fl oated in the 
1980s by folk concerned 
that local history was being 
lost, to gather what photos 
and  ‘stories’ together they 
had  and form an Historical 
Group. They first met in 
private homes until the 
Community Trust offered 
them the newly added store 

Book lovers feasted during lockdown Dave (Chaddy) Chadfi eld

service saw 3,400 eBooks 
downloaded in the fi rst week 
of April, more than triple 
the number for the whole 
of March, while the online 
Crackerjacks Storytime also 
kept them entertained.

Meanwhile, the Govett-
Brewster Art Gallery has 
been inspiring youngsters to 
get creative with streamed 
Family Art sessions and 

projects to bring art to the 
people.  The gallery is also 
currently asking budding 
movie-makers to share their 
short fi lms on a day in their 
lockdown through Once in 
a Lifetime – The Bubble 
Project. All these community 
fi lms will be shown on the 
Govett-Brewster YouTube 
channel.

N P D C  s p o k e s p e r s o n 

Jacqueline Baker says they 
have been in uncharted 
waters during the lockdown 
but NPDC set a course to 
keep people informed and 
entertained.

“Puke  Ar ik i  and  our 
Gallery have been doing  an 
amazing job virtually with 
borrowing soaring as we 
stick to our Covid-19 bubbles 
while we continue to work 
hard delivering water, safe 
roads, rubbish collections 
while managing hundreds 
of customer calls and emails 
each day,” says Ms Baker. 

Puke Ariki’s digital library 
has been open with thousands 
of eBooks, eAudiobooks, 
movies and newspapers 
available for everyone in 
Taranaki and Ancestry.com 
free during the lockdown.

The Govett-Brewster Art 
Gallery has also brought art to 
the people through an online 
collaboration with Taranaki 
poets for The Art of Poetry 
project and has launched 
Window Gallery – Bringing 
Art Home, working with the 
Taranaki Arts Trail for artists 
and designers to turn their 
own windows into galleries.

Daisy and Teddy Walmsley enjoying Puke Ariki’s online Crackerjacks Storytime.

Okato and Districts Historical Society 
is coming out of hibernation

Chaddy is back out on the water taking t rips out on 
his lifeboat during the Covid !9 level 2  lockdown, and 
cruising around Breakwater Bay,  feeding stingrays 
,taking groups out to visit seals, as well as hiring out 
bikes to ride the Coastal Walkway and kayaks to 
paddle the bay. If you go for a cruise with Chaddy 
you will have a great day as he loves to see you smile.  
Chaddy received a Local Taranaki Hero award in a 
recent ceremony for services to Taranaki Tourism.
 So give them a call and book a trip today.

room in the Community Trust 
rooms. 

By adding the many Jubilee 
and school photos, then 
biographies the store room 
was soon inadequate, so 
the larger room was offered 
by the Community Trust to 
the Group.  By affiliating  
with  the New Zealand 
Historical Society the local 
group became the Okato and 
Districts Historical Society 
Incorporated, with a brief 
to gather, collate, record 
and preserve memorabilia, 
photos and local histories 

from Pungarehu to Oakura.
By osmosis, this stretched 

to include Kahui, Newall, 
Tumahu, Patua, Kirihau, 
K o r u ,  W a i r e k a   a n d 
Omata, besides the Coastal 
settlements.,

Today the Inc has been 
dropped from the name, and 
purchase of modern scanning 
and collating computers 
has provided copying of 
thousands of photos and 
the protection of originals, 
as well as the collection of 
many autobiographies and 
family histories and events 

in the wider community.                 
These are available for 
study and research by those 
interested.  

Copies can be made at 
reasonable rates.

New membersh ip   i s 
welcomed  at $10.00 per 
year. Come and join our 
industrious historians and 
computer whizzes. And share 
your family stories.

 Open each Wednesday  
morning from 10 unti l 
midday or by appointment.
 Meg Cardiff
 ph 7524 566

 

Chaddys Charters
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LET’S KEEP 
SHOPPING 

LOCAL
Keep our 

communities 
strong

The Opunake & Coastal News 
has always encouraged people to 

shop local. 
Now, more than ever, it’s important.
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HCL BUILDERS for 
alterations.  Ph 027 236 
7129.

WANTED TO BUY
SCRAP METAL - for all 
scrap metal Taranaki wide, 
give us a call. Molten Metals 
(06) 751 5367. 
www.moltenmetals.co.nz

McNEIL DECORATING  
– for all your painting 
and decorating. Ph: Jason 
McNeil 027 233 4584

COASTAL GIB
STOPPERS.  Phone Glenn 
027 524 5745

CARPETS second hand, 
large selection After Disaster 
Ltd 223 Devon St West, NP. 
Phone (06) 769 9265 

P.D. FLEMING LOGGING LTD
Forestry rigged & certified 33 ton loader, 
National Certificates in Forest Operations, 

Health & Safety approved. Free assessment on 
what your trees are worth $$$

Ph: Paul
027 630 9922 or email: paulflems@gmail.com

TRADES & SERVICES

Dean: 027 4051 489 or Tony: 027 306 9571
REDIN & CHAPMAN CONTRACTING

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTING WORK
INCLUDING

DIGGERS, BULLDOZER, MOBILE
SCREENING PLANT,

ROOT RAKE and MORE

new clients!
We welcome

LAWNMOWING, and 
section maintenance by local 
contractor SOS. Free quote. 
Ph 027 605 8437.

PUBLIC NOTICES

HCL BUILDERS for all 
kitchens. Ph 027 236 7129.

23 Napier Street, Opunake

Office Rooms/ Board Room available
Long term, short term or casual basis

Building has kitchen facilities, wheelchair access, cleaning 
services and plenty of parking on Napier Street or at rear 

of building on King Street.

Inquiries to Brenda Pittams - Ph 06 278 4169

Motor vehicle round trip to New Plymouth:
Time: 2.15 hours, 

Cost: 122 kms at 0.76 cents (AA published rate) $92.72

Motor vehicle round trip to Hawera:
Time: 1.25 hours, 

Cost: 88 kms at 0.76 cents (AA published rate) $66.88

Actionaki
Allied Opunake
Bob Clark
Campbell Contracting
Club Hotel
Coastal Care
Coastal Vets
Cottage Resthome
Country Connections
Craig Corrigan Ltd
Dreamtime Surf
Everybody’s Theatre
Fabulous Flowers
Farmlands

Farm Source
Gibson Plumbers
Ian & Judith 
Armstrong
Jean Roach
Karams Clothes on 
the Coast
Little French Bird 
Photography
Opunake & Coastal 
News
Opunake Chinese
Opunake Beach Kiwi 
Holiday Park

Opunake High School
Pastimes
Phoenix 45
Pickering Motors
Pihama Lavender
Raybern 
Entertainment
Retro on 45
Sinclair Electrical & 
Refrigeration
Turn Heads
Viv Scott

Community Spirit
It abounds in Opunake and it is PRICELESS

SHOP LOCAL

Your business could be here if you join the 
Opunake & District Business Association

OPUNAKE
& DISTRICT

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

SITUATIONS VACANT

FREE

Local news, local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

accounts@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
Phone: 06 761 7016

23 Napier St, Opunake

Jump 
to it!

Get your copy at a newstand near you, today!
Parera’s Bookshop, Broadway, Stratford
Outside First National, Cnr Victoria and High Streets, Hawera
Challenge Spotswood Petrol Station, New Plymouth
The Health Shop, Centre City, New Plymouth
Westside Grille, Tukapa St, Westown
The Store, Cnr Tukapa St & Wallath Rd, Westown (By the Locals Café)
Nth Taranaki Community House, 67 McLean St, Waitara
Inglewood Book Centre, 31 Rata St, Inglewood

The next issue of the 
Opunake & Coastal 
News is due out on 
Thursday the 4th of 

June 2020.

If you would 
like to advertise 
your product or 
event, then call 
us on 06 761 

7016 or email us. 

TO LET

This newspaper is subject to NZ Press Council procedures. A 

complaint must first be directed in writing, within one 

month of publication, to the [editor's/website author's] 

email address.  If not satisfied with the response, the 

complaint may be referred to the Press Council P O Box 10-

879, The Terrace, Wellington 6143. Or use the online 

complaint form at www.presscouncil.org.nz  Please include 

copies of the article and all correspondence with the 

publication.

Ratepayers are reminded that the last day for payment of the fourth 
instalment of rates for 2019/2020 without incurring a penalty will 
be Wednesday 27 May 2020.

WD Crockett
Chief Executive

FOURTH RATES INSTALMENT

TEACHER AIDE

We require a Teacher Aide 
to support teaching and 
learning in the classroom 

and Student Support 
Centre.

Total hours for this 
position to be negotiated 

to a maximum of 22 hours 
per week.

Experience working with 
students with special 
needs would be an 

advantage.

Written applications 
should include a brief CV 

to:
The Principal

Opunake High School
PO Box 4

Opunake 4616
admin@opunake.school.nz

Applications close 
Friday 5th June, 2020

EIGHT HENS to give 
away. Very friendly. Variety 
of colours. Ph Ruth after 
7pm, 027 225 7171.

Delivery people wanted for Manaia
We need two reliable people to deliver our 

newspapers in Manaia fornightly.

Phone  06 761 7016 
Ask for Rolland

We at the Opunake & Coastal News would like 
to acknowledge the passing of Ron Benge who 
has diligently delivered the Opunake & Coastal 

News in Manaia for many years. 

We extend our condolences to his extended 
family. 

Ron will be much missed.

CALL OUR FRIENDLY SALES TEAM AT THE

23 Napier St, Opunake

06 761 7016
See how our high readership rate 

can work for you 
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$0DEPOSIT
FINANCE

FROM

T.A.P.493 DEVON STREET EAST, STRANDON, NEW PLYMOUTH
CALL US TODAY 06 281 1925

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
Ph 06 281 1925 • Chris Elliot 027 471 5972
Ph 06 757 3585 • Paul Butler 027 449 5382

VEHICLES ARRIVING DAILY - SEE ONSITE SPECIALS
OR VISIT MERITCARS.CO.NZ

ALL ON ROAD COSTS INCLUDED PLUS TANK OF FUEL. FREE? NO, INCLUDED IN PRICE!!!!

2009 HONDA FIT JAZZ RS 1.5
73Km, 7 Stage Tiptronic CVT

$10,995

2012 FORD FIESTA LX HATCH
139Km, Auto

$10,995

2014 NISSAN QASHQAI Ti
SUV, 73Km, Tiptronic, Auto

$22,995

ARRIVING SOON

GRABA BARGAIN

COVID CLEARANCE
ON NOW

• CLEARANCE OF QUALITY VEHICLES..

• 4 YR WARRANTIES AVAILABLE

• SUPPORT LOCAL

• TRADE & SAVE

• VEHICLES GROOMED AND CLEANED

TO COVID STANDARDS

FOUR YEAR
AUTOSURE WARRANTY AVAILABLE

TWO YEAR
AUTOSURE WARRANTY AVAILABLE

FOUR YEAR
AUTOSURE WARRANTY AVAILABLE

2013 FORD KUGA TITANIUM 4WD
SUV, 51Km, Tiptronic

$22,995

2011 NISSAN DUALIS 20G
SUV, 79Km, Tiptronic, Auto

$16,995

2011 MAZDA AXELA SPORTS 20S
Hatch, 58Km, Tiptronic

$15,995

2009 MAZDA ATENZA
SPORTSHATCH 25S

Liftback, 85Km, Tiptronic Auto, 16 Valve

$14,995

2011 SUBARU EXIGA
SPORTSWAGON 2.0i

28Km, Tiptronic Auto,7 Seater

$12,995

2005 HONDA ELYSION 30G
Luxury 8 Seater, 88Km, Auto

$9,995

2011 HOLDEN CRUZE CDX DIESEL
91Km, Tiptronic

$9,995

2007 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE
91Km, Auto

$7,995

2006 TOYOTA COROLLA 1.8P GL
94Km, 5 Speed

$7,995

FOUR YEAR
AUTOSURE WARRANTY AVAILABLE

VISIT WEBSITE MERITCARS.CO.NZ

SOLD

meritcars
with distinction
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